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District 1
Larry Phelps
13412 Park West Blvd. 
Vicksburg, MI 49097 
(C) 269.998.0264

District 2
Gary Parr, Secretary
4949 Wheaton Rd.
Charlotte, MI 48813
(C) 517.231.1987

District 3
Matt Stutzman, Vice President 
and ASA Director
4211 Treat Hwy.
Adrian, MI 49221
(P) 517.260.1720

District 4
Nick Stone     
230 N. Stoutenburg Rd. 
Sandusky, MI 48471 
(C) 810.837.2564

District 5
Dan Keenan, President 
19240 Ederer Rd.
Merrill, MI 48637
(P) 989.643.7019

District 6
Samantha Krhovsky 
5515 Shipman Rd.
Corunna, MI 48817
(C) 989.277.8678

District 7
Kyle Crumbaugh
3732 E. McGregor Rd.
St. Louis, MI 48880
(C) 989.763.9752

At-Large
Scott Wilson
7405 Babcock Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450
(C) 248.787.4936

Heather Feuerstein, Treasurer
3217 Graff Rd.
Belding, MI 48809
(C) 616.808.1095

MSA Board of 
DirectorsFrom Your MSA President...

It’s often said that farmers 
are forever optimists. No matter 
what the year or growing season 
dishes out, they’re always looking 
forward to a better one next year. 
I’d wager that the past two years 
have really put that trait to the 
test. To list all that has occurred 
the past couple years, both ag and 
non ag-related, would take more 
page space than I am allotted. 
And frankly I’d rather not remind 
you of all of it, even though I’m 
pretty sure the happenings of the 
past couple years are branded into 
your memory.

Instead, I’d like to challenge 
you. I’d like to challenge you to 
take some time for yourself and 
your family, and for your mental 
wellbeing. With all that the ag and 

rural community has endured lately, it’s easy to get caught in a rut and maybe, 
for some, a dark place that may feel like there’s no crawling out of it. It’s 
in times like these we need to find or remember what drives us in the first 
place. Do the best you can to take off that farmer hat and put on the goofy 
dad hat, or the fishing hat, or the tractor pull hat. Even if you can only afford 
the time to spend a day wearing it, or a few evenings during the week after 
work. Don’t let excuses get in the way. We’re all guilty of it, myself included. 
We make excuses because there’s always something to do on the farm. But 
we’re a creative bunch when it comes to solving problems on the farm and 
we somehow manage to get things done, even when we think there’s no way 
we’ll find the time. Use that same drive and creativity when it comes to making 
time for yourself and your family. Because it’s those impromptu backyard 
camping nights, after supper fishing trips to the back pond and wrench time 
on grandpa’s Super H that will help get you through all this madness.

I’ll conclude by saying if you need to talk with someone, then do it. We’re 
all dealing with similar situations, and you’d probably be surprised if you snuck 
in what’s on your mind to a pal or neighbor over some shop beers, there’s a 
good chance they can relate or at least lend an ear. Most of us are part of a 
legacy. We come from multi-generational farms with a long history. Or maybe 
you’re the first generation and are starting the legacy. That history doesn’t 
come without some struggle and tough times. When your chapter in your 
farm’s legacy is written, what would you want your great grandchildren to 
read?

God Bless and GO GREEN!

The Keenan Family
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aSa MarkS 100 yearS at 
Soybean InduS try bIrthplace
The American Soybean Association (ASA) 

returned to its roots to celebrate a century of 
coordinated efforts and ensuing successes on 

behalf of U.S. soybean growers. With support from the 
Indiana Soybean Alliance and the family who helped 
launch one of the nation’s strongest agricultural 
advocacy offices, ASA celebrated its 100th anniversary 
on the Indiana farm where it all started with a small 
but significant historical marker dedication and tours 
of heirloom soybean plots.

 ASA was formed when brothers Taylor, Noah and 
Finis Fouts hosted the first Corn Belt Soybean Field 
Day at their “Soyland Farms” operation in Camden, 
Indiana, Sept. 3, 1920. Unlike today’s more quaint and 
socially distanced ceremony, that event drew nearly 
1,000 farmers and their families from six states, all 
of whom were interested in discovering more about 
an emerging new commodity called soybeans. The 
National Soybean Growers’ Association—later renamed 
the American Soybean Association—was formed that 
very day.

 The outdoor ceremony was streamed live for soy 
supporters to celebrate safely across the country. 
Originally planned was a group picture emulating 
a historic black and white photo of the original 
attendees, but instead, farm families from throughout 
the soybean states submitted dozens of photos for a 
special video montage leading up to the live event. 
Among those helping the organization celebrate in 
Indiana were USDA Deputy Secretary of Agriculture 
Steve Censky, who served the soy industry as ASA 
CEO for two decades, and Indiana Governor Eric 
Holcomb, along with other notable guests from Purdue 
University, Indiana Soybean Alliance, the Fouts family 
and ASA’s past and present leadership.

 Kendell Culp, ASA director from Indiana and event 
host, provided opening remarks. ASA President Bill 
Gordon, Minnesota, and past President Alan Kemper, 
Indiana, were also among those who delivered 
remarks before Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb unveiled 
the historical marker.

 Speaking with respect and appreciation of the 
hardworking and pioneering soy industry, Governor 
Holcomb commented, “What hasn’t changed in 100 
years is the resilience and eternal optimism – timeless 
traits.” He also shared the entertaining tale of Taylor 

Fouts delaying his wedding hour to finish his daily work 
in the soybean fields.

 Deputy Sec. Censky spoke of the long, successful 
collaboration between USDA and the soy family, which 
he shared dates back to that first Fouts Farm event 
in Indiana 100 years ago. After providing comments 
on USDA agriculture priorities including COVID-19 
relief, Censky referenced a quote in American Soybean 
magazine from former ASA president Tony Anderson 
of Ohio, who profoundly said, “ASA isn’t relevant 
because it’s 100 years old. It’s 100 years old because 
it’s relevant.”

 ASA debuted a special video history of the Fouts 
Family and Soyland Farm, and—something you could 
only be lucky enough to see once in a hundred years!—a 
live musical performance by past and current ASA 
board members of Growing Soybeans to Get Along, 
a song written by Taylor Fouts, which was sung at the 
first soybean event back in 1920.

 The anniversary program was hosted by Master of 
Ceremonies Max Armstrong and featured a lineup of 
notable speakers including:

 
• Keynote Speaker: Steve Censky, Deputy 

Secretary, USDA
• Gov. Eric Holcomb, Indiana
• U.S. Representative Jim Baird, Indiana
• Elisha Modisett Kemp, Mara Hendress and 

Claire Crum - Fouts family members
• Ray Gaesser, ASA Past President and 100th 

Anniversary Host, Indiana
• David Rodibaugh, Chair, Indiana Soybean 

Alliance
• Karen Plaut, Dean, College of Agriculture, 

Purdue University
• Casey Pfeiffer, Indiana Historical Marker 

Program Director
• Mark Smith, Carroll County Historical Society
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Other speakers included platinum event sponsors: 

Bayer, Corteva Agriscience, FMC, Syngenta, John Deere, 
United Soybean Board, Illinois Soybean Association, 
Kentucky Soybean Promotion Board, and last but not 
least, Indiana Soybean Alliance. ASA is thankful to all 
event sponsors and other special guests. For more 
information on the 100th anniversary of the American 
Soybean Association, visit ASA100Years.com.

The Michigan Soybean Association (MSA) is 
seeking nominations for board seats in the 
following districts:

District 2 – Calhoun, Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham and 
Jackson Counties
District 5 – Arenac, Bay, Saginaw and Tuscola Coun-
ties
At-Large – any county in the state

To appear on the ballot, nominations must be 
received by October 23, 2020. All elected directors will 
hold the office for a term of three years. To be eligible 
for a seat on the board, one must be a soybean farmer 
residing in the district that he/she is seeking election 
and be a member of MSA in good standing. 

According to the current bylaws, elections will be 
held via U.S. Mail. Ballots will be mailed to all members 
on November 6, 2020 and must be returned to the 
Michigan Soybean Association office by December 7, 
2020.

Election results will be announced at MSA’s Annual 
Meeting, which will take place during the Great Lakes 
Crop Summit on January 27, 2021.

The MSA board typically holds quarterly meetings 
plus other events such as Legislative Outreach Farm 
Tours, a legislative luncheon at the Capitol, a Lansing 

Ag Club Breakfast and a variety of legislator and 
industry outreach events.

MSA works on important issues such as trade 
expansion, transportation and infrastructure, environ-
mental regulation, advocacy for our major markets 
and implementation of the Farm Bill. Your service on 
the board will help Michigan soybean farmers’ voices 
be heard and have a greater impact in Lansing and 
Washington, D.C. 

If you would like to nominate someone for one 
of the above 
districts or be 
placed on the 
ballot yourself, 
please contact 
the MSA office at 
soyinfo@michi-
gansoybean.org 
or 877.769.6424.

Thank you for 
your dedication 
to the Michigan 
soybean industry.

MSa d I r e c t o r  op p o r t u n I t I e S
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Michigan soybean growers continue to strive 
for maximum profitability in their production 
systems. Yield limiting factors may include 

poor drainage, limited water holding capacity, weed 
control challenges, soil fertility and soil pH. While 
some of these factors may have clear-cut solutions, 
other factors including soil fertility tend to be a bit 
more complicated. Considerations for a well-balanced 
crop nutrition program should include up-to-date soil 
testing, site-specific soil properties and the likelihood 
of a grain yield response. The autumn season offers 
opportunities to fine-tune soil fertility programs 
including soil testing, fertilizer and lime applications.

  
Soil testing: The basis for fertilizer and 
lime recommendations for soybean production are 
well established. Soil sampling strategies are an 
individual grower’s decision but should account for 
spatial variability, depth of sample, time of year 
and sampling frequency. Michigan State University 
(MSU) suggests zone or grid sampling from an area 
less than 25 acres with at least 10 soil cores. Where 
known soil variability exists, sample area should be 
reduced to account for site-specific issues.

 Currently, GPS referenced soil sampling is the 
most common practice among Michigan farmers. 
This includes the system of grid sampling (1 sample 
representing 2.5 acre or less grids) or sampling irregular 
zones.  Greater sampling density may increase grower 
costs but provide more site-specific information. Zone 
sampling may be divided into varying sized areas 
based on historical yield maps, soil textures, landscape 
features, grower experience, etc.

Soil sampling should occur at the same depth each 
time. Although zero to eight inches is the recommended 
sample depth, growers may sample at different depths 
for a variety of reasons (e.g., tillage practices). The 
key is to take samples from the same depth over time 
to allow comparisons between years. Other sampling 
factors to consider include the time of year and 
length of time between sampling. Soil moisture will 
greatly affect certain soil properties such as soil pH 
and soil test K levels, so be sure to compare samples 
over time that were taken during the same time of 
year, preferably autumn or spring pre-plant. In many 
situations, sampling every three to four years should 
be sufficient. More frequent sampling is recommended 
on sandy soils (e.g., CEC<6) due to quicker changes 
in fertility. 

Soil fertility management: 
Soil pH:  While soybeans can tolerate a wide range of 
soil pH levels, the ideal pH for soybean production is 
near 6.5 to maximize biological nitrogen fixation and 
nutrient availability. Soil pH levels > 6.5 can reduce 
manganese availability and increase soybean cyst 
nematode populations. Variable rate lime applications 
based on grid or zone sampling are recommended.

Phosphorus: Soybean yield responses to applied phos-
phorus (P) are not expected when Bray P1 phosphorus 
soil test levels exceed 15 parts per million (ppm) or 
Mehlich-3P exceeds 20 ppm. Soils in the maintenance 
range for P are considered optimal as these soils are 
capable of supplying nutrients to the growing crop and 
a yield response to P fertilizer should not be expected. 

By: Mike Staton, Mark Seamon and Dr. Kurt Steinke

Autumn is a Good Time to

Manganese deficiency lime spreader
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Soil test P levels in the maintenance range are 15-30 
ppm (Bray P1) or 20-40 ppm (Mehlich-3P). For a 60 
bushel per acre soybean crop, removal amounts to 48 
pounds per acre of actual P205. Maintenance applica-
tions can be applied every year or every other year in 
a corn-soybean rotation as long as the soil pH is below 
7.4 (to reduce tie up) and the application rate accounts 
for the P removed by both crops.

Potassium: Optimal soil test potassium (K) levels 
differ by soil texture as low CEC sandy soils cannot 
support the same soil test K levels as finer textured 
soils. The maintenance range for sandy soils (CEC <5) 
is 100-130 ppm (Mehlich-3K) while finer textured loam 
and clay soils (CEC >6) is 120-170 ppm (Mehlich-3K). 

Maintenance levels of potassium fertilizer should 
be applied to keep the potassium soil test level above 
the critical level. Soybeans remove 1.15 pounds of K2O 
per bushel. Therefore, the maintenance application 
rate for a 60 bushel per acre soybean crop is 69 
pounds of actual K2O. Maintenance applications can be 
applied biannually in corn-soybean rotations produced 
on mineral soils under the following conditions: the 
fertilizer is applied prior to planting corn; application 
rates account for the K removed by both crops; and 
the CEC is 6 or greater. If applying K fertilizer prior 
to planting soybeans, spring applications (two weeks 
prior to planting) are recommended to avoid leaching 
losses on coarse-textured soils.

  
Sulfur: Due to declining atmospheric deposition, less 
incidental S in fertilizers, and increases in reduced 
tillage systems, supplemental sulfur may be required 
to maximize Michigan soybean yields especially in 

coarse-textured soils low in organic matter. Sulfur is 
susceptible to leaching losses and is required both early 
and late in the season. Therefore, fertilizers should be 
applied prior to planting or in a 2x2 band at planting. 
Twenty pounds per acre of sulfur is often sufficient 
to maximize soybean yields. Soybean response to S 
applications have been less consistent as compared 
to other N-responsive field crops including corn and 
wheat.

Manganese: Manganese (Mn) deficiency is the most 
common micronutrient deficiency observed in Mich-
igan soybeans. Deficiency symptoms are more likely 
seen on muck or dark-colored sands with pH levels 
above 5.8 and lakebed or outwash soils having pH 
levels above 6.5. Broadcast applications often result 
in high soil fixation so increasing Mn soil test levels 
is difficult. Foliar application of Mn sulfate at one to 
two pounds per acre of actual Mn can be economical 
and effective for correcting in-season Mn deficiencies. 
Apply one pound per acre of actual Mn when the first 
deficiency symptoms appear (six-inch-tall plants) and 
apply another one to two pounds per acre in 10 days 
if deficiency symptoms reappear. Do not tank-mix Mn 
sulfate with glyphosate and apply each at least three 
days apart.

Maintaining critical P and K soil test levels, not 
forgetting to manage soil pH and identifying and 
correcting manganese deficiency are key factors for 
managing soybeans in Michigan. Remember, as soil 
test levels decline below critical concentrations, yield 
often decreases and the amount of fertilizer required 
to raise soil tests and optimize profitability increases.

----------------   Soybean response to micronutrients   -------------------
Manganese Boron Copper Zinc Molybdenum

High Low Low Medium Medium

Table 1. Relative response of soybean to micronutrient fertilizers. Extracted from MSU 
Extension bulletin E-486, Secondary and micronutrients for vegetables and field crops.

In Table 1, a “high”, “medium” or “low” rating means soybeans are more likely, less likely, 
or not likely, respectively, to respond to fertilizer additions of the specific nutrient when soil 
concentrations are low. 
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Protect your farm and way of life, join the Michigan Soybean Association today!
Some Membership Benefits: 

• Member benefit with AGI Sure Track Farms and free admission to grain school and workshops 
• Through Auto-Owners Insurance/Cedar River Insurance Agency, an offer of premium discounts up to 

10% on select policies is available
• Scholarship opportunities for your children and grandchildren
• Preferred pricing on the purchase or lease of most new Chrysler, Dodge or Jeep vehicles
• Cabela’s gift card purchase discount
• Discounted registration to the Commodity Classic

3-year or Lifetime Memberships: 
• $300 Specialty seed with a minimum order of 30 units 
• $50 soybean seed certificate good for Renk Seed 
• 2-$25 Soy Biodiesel certificates OR 2-$25 Soybean Meal Bucks certificates

The MOST IMPORTANT MSA membership benefit: Having a voice in Lansing and Washington, D.C.!  

MSa nEEDS YOU TODaY!

People making decisions in Lansing and Washington, D.C. are getting further 
and further away from the farm. In the past, families had someone who was 
a farmer they could visit, but now generations are far removed and don’t 

have a direct connection. “I’ve met several legislators that have never set foot on 
a farm. We as farmers need to be visiting with legislators and representing our 
land,” stated Jay Ferguson, MSA past director. “There is a lot of education that 
needs to occur to our politicians and the public.”

Paying the soybean checkoff does not make you a Michigan Soybean Association 
member. Checkoff dollars cannot be used for lobbying.

Are you receiving the MSA eNews? 
Email soyinfo@michigansoybean.org to sign up for 

this informative membership e-newsletter.
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*3-year and Lifetime memberships 
can choose between receiving either 
(check one):

       
2-$25 Soy Biodiesel Bucks 
certificates or  
2-$25 Soybean Meal                
Bucks certificates

Date of Birth:__________________

Number of Soybean Acres:_______  

Total Farm Acres:______________

Occupation (check one): 
Farmer      Retired         Other

What issues interest you most?
   (Check all that apply)
Biodiesel/Biobased Products
Farm Bill
Transportation Infrastructure
Trade Agreements
Conservation
Consumer Education
Biotechnology
Freedom to Operate
International Marketing
Soy and Nutrition
Other:___________________

For a list of all membership benefits, visit www.misoy.org/member-benefits/.

First Name:_____________________________ 
Last Name:_____________________________
Address:_______________________________ 
City/State/Zip:___________________________
Phone:_________________________________  
Cell Phone:_____________________________ 
Email:_________________________________

1-yr: $75      3-yr*: $190           Lifetime*: $750

Payment Amount & Method:
Check (Payable to MSA) or Credit Card  
Credit Card Type:_____  Expiration Date:______ 
Credit Card #:____________________________
Signature:_______________________________

 Mail application with payment to:
Michigan Soybean Association 

PO Box 287, Frankenmuth, MI 48734

Dues are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution for 
federal tax purposes, but may be deductible as a 

business expense. 18% of member dues are allocated to 
lobbying activities and are not deductible.

MEMBERShiP aPPLicaTiOn

LIFETIME LOYALTY MEMBER PROGRAM

As of October 1, 2016, if you have been an MSA member for 
15 consecutive years, you will no longer need to pay dues - 

you have become a LIFETIME LOYALTY MSA MEMBER! 

Call the soybean office at 989.652.3294 to check on your membership.
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e l e c t I o n S  a n d  a S p h a l t
The COVID-19 crisis has fundamentally changed life in Michigan. Many of us are now expected to vote by 

absentee rather than going to the polling place. There is serious question of whether school will start in 
the fall. Most major sporting events are either postponed or cancelled.

At the time of this writing, the August Primary Election is a few weeks away. Your team in Lansing is out 
meeting new candidates and helping on some races where we have identified potential allies. It is important that 
we support those who support us.

So, what will happen with the election? It’s much too early to tell but the primary election in August for both 
parties will further illustrate each party’s drift to the fringe. For the Democrats it seems that younger candidates 
that are far left leaning are being favored by their voters.

For the Republicans, candidates that align themselves with President Trump seem to be faring better with 
their party faithful. Time will tell who wins the battle for the soul of the Republican party.

The only thing up for grabs this year is the state House of Representatives. The Governor’s office and the 
State Senate aren’t up until 2022. What does that mean?

There are 110 state House seats – all are up for election. We 
are losing allies like Rep. Aaron Miller (the author of legislation that 
streamlined permits for high quantity agriculture wells) due to term 
limits. That presents an opportunity for MSA to develop new allies 
and strengthen our existing relationships. Perhaps it will be one of 
our own!

In fact, there is a soybean farmer running as a Republican candidate 
for the state House of Representatives in southwest Michigan!

Your MSA team has been promoting the use of soy-based 
products to further expand the market for soybeans. The MSA staff 
recently met, via Zoom, with the managing director and engineer of 
a road commission to discuss the use of soy-based asphalt and MSPC 
led efforts for bridge safety inspections. Expectations are high that 
the road commission will do a test section of the soy-based asphalt 
product.

Whether it’s the upcoming elections or using our political contacts 
to expand the market for our products, your MSA team is at work in 
Lansing. As always, The Frederick Group is here to represent you and 
advocate for your issues in Lansing. If you have any questions or if 
we can be of service, feel free to contact the office at 517.853.0413.

Michael Frederick,  
The Frederick Group.

The Michigan Soybean News is published 
quarterly by the Michigan Soybean 
Association. The goal of the Michigan 
Soybean News is to provide the most 
innovative and up-to-date soybean 
information to Michigan soybean farmers 
to help them improve their management 
and profitability opportunities. To place 
an ad or provide an article idea, email 
soyinfo@michigansoybean.org.
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n e w  a n d  r e n e w I n g  M S a 
M e M b e r S
NEW:
Kelly Carns, Allegan
Dalton Goetz, Riga
Evan Landis, Three Rivers
Clint Malinowski, Bellevue
Marshall Landis, Three Rivers
Brad Lewis, Pinconning
Edgar Miller, White Pigeon
Justin Schneider, Oakley
Norm Walton & Sons, Imlay City

RENEWING:
Ned Birkey, Ida
Michael Brasher, Pittsford
Ron Converse, Charlotte

Cremer Farm Center Inc., 
    Williamston
Tim Dietz, Williamston
Neil French, Munger
Scott Jirgens, Kalamazoo
James Kettler, Millington
James Kleinert, Munger
Chris Kropf, Lowell
Robert Lennard, Reading
Randy Markley, Byron
Daniel Maxa, Burt
Art Mezo, Galesburg
Joe Peyerk III, Gagetown
Quality Roasting LLC, Reese
Jim Schipper, Martin

Mark Schlaud, North Branch
Darrell Sheats, Milan
Theresa Sisung, Michigan Farm  
    Bureau
Andy Snider, Hart
Richard Sopha, St. Clair
Terry Wood, Unionville
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Redu c i n g  So ybean 
Ha r v e s t  L o s s e s  i n  2020
By: Mike Staton, MSU Extension Soybean Educator

Each summer, I try to predict what type of harvest challenges soybean producers will face in the 
fall. Given the height of the plants in many fields, I predict that lodging will be the most common 
harvest challenge we will face in 2020. Lodged soybeans slow down harvest operations and lead to 

harvest losses, as the plants are more difficult to cut and gather into the combine. Soybean producers can 
reduce harvest losses due to lodging by carefully adjusting and operating their combines. The following 
recommendations will reduce losses in lodged soybeans:

• Decrease your ground speed to 2.5 to 3 mph.
• Position the cutter bar as close to the ground as possible.
• Angle the pickup fingers on the reel back slightly to more aggressively pull the lodged plants to the 

cutter bar. Reduce the angle of the fingers if the plants are riding over the top of the reel.
• Run the reel axle 9” to 12” ahead of the cutter bar.
• Raise or remove the air manifold and drop tubes on air bars and wind systems (air-assisted reels).
• Operate the reel as low as necessary to pick up lodged plants without causing them to ride over 

the top of the reel. Raise the reel if this happens.
• Consider installing vine lifters on the cutter bar if the plants are severely lodged.
• If the plants are badly lodged in one direction, try adding vine lifters to the cutter bar and 

harvesting at a 30 to 45-degree angle to the direction of the lodging. If this doesn’t work, harvest 
all of the lodged plants in the direction opposite to way they are leaning.

• Try increasing the reel speed in relation to the ground speed. This sounds easy but it can be 
challenging to find the correct ground speed and reel speed combination in lodged beans having 
brittle pods. If the ground speed is too fast in relation to the speed of the reel, the cutter bar 
will ride over some of the plants. If the reel speed is set too fast in relation to the ground speed, 
the reel can beat the beans out of the pods. The reel should run 10 to 25 percent faster than the 
ground speed under ideal conditions. However, if the beans are lodged, increase the reel speed 
incrementally up to a maximum of 50 percent faster than the ground speed. If the reel is causing 
shattering, decrease the speed of the reel just to the point that the shattering stops. If the cutter 
bar begins riding over lodged plants, you will need to decrease your ground speed.

Make one adjustment at a time and stop frequently to evaluate your progress toward reducing 
gathering losses.

Producers that have significant lodging at harvest should try to identify the cause or causes of the 
lodging. The most likely culprits are excessive rainfall or irrigation during the vegetative stages, high 
populations, low potassium soil test levels and variety selection. 

Watch for new soybean harvest video
The tenth annual soybean harvest equipment field day will not be held in-person due to COVID-19. 

Instead, we will capture the concepts we usually teach at the field days in a short, high-quality video. The 
video will teach producers why and where harvest losses occur, how to measure them and how to reduce 
them. The video will be available online at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/soybeans/index before the end of 
September.
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NC SRP  C o n t i n u e s  t o 
M a x im i z e  F a rme r 
R e t u r n s
The North Central Research Program (NCSRP) is 

strong and growing. The Pennsylvania Soybean 
Board recently joined NCSRP as the 13th 

member state. This is the result of NCSRP having a 
reputation as a responsive and productive program 
which addresses the most timely and critical issues in 
soybean production. NCSRP is funded by contributions 
from the 13 state soybean checkoff entities who are 
members. Each of these states has a board seat to 
guide the operations and strategic direction.  Ed 
Cagney of Scotts is the Michigan representative on the 
board and currently serves as the vice president.  

NCSRP members include Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas and 
Pennsylvania. These states account for over 85 percent 
of the soybeans grown in the country.

NCSRP meets three times annually to conduct 
business and hear from researchers about their 
investments in soybean production research. The 
summer meeting usually involves visiting a different 
member state each year but due to COVID-19, this 
year’s summer meeting was conducted virtually. One 
important task of the summer meeting is for the 
grower board to evaluate and make funding decisions 
for proposed research projects. The proposals are 
developed by top researchers in the region who have 
strong collaborations with their colleagues. Due to 
the high quality of the proposed research, the task 
of choosing projects to fund is difficult. The research 
directors from the member states review the proposals 
and offer input to the board members to help create 
well-informed decisions. In 2020, NCSRP received 
research proposals totaling over $5 million, while the 
budget to fund projects is about $2.5 million.

Michigan researchers are well represented in 
research proposals. Michigan State University faculty 
who have been involved in funded projects include 
Drs. Marty Chilvers, Dechun Wang, Marisol Quintanilla, 
George Bird, Christy Sprague and Chris DiFonzo. 
These researchers are recognized by their peers in 

neighboring states for their expertise and ability to 
contribute significantly to cutting edge science.  

NCSRP compliments the investments that MSPC 
makes in funding research projects within Michigan. 
They specialize in investigating issues that are important 
throughout the region and not specific to one state. 
Michigan growers benefit from this program because 
it uses our investment along with the investments of 
many other states to magnify the project scope and 
improve the potential impact of the work.              

Results from research projects can be found online 
at soybeanresearchinfo.com.
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International Marketing is 
Going Virtual
How do you market soybeans to international 

buyers during a global pandemic? Virtually. 
The Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee 

recently participated in the Pan-Asia Soy Food Summit 
and Asia Trade Exchange 2020. 

This virtual event had all the elements of a regular 
soy summit. Timely and important presentations 
were shared, including a welcome address by USDA 
Secretary Sonny Perdue to kick off the conference. He 
spoke on the importance of trade relationships and his 
confidence in U.S. soy.

Presentations were given also by USDA 
Undersecretary Ted McKinney, Doug Winter, the U.S. 
Soybean Export Council vice chairman and United 
Soybean Board director, Will Sawyer, lead economist 
of Animal Protein for CoBank, Thomas Halverson, 
president and CEO of CoBank, and Mary Shelman, a 
food and agriculture strategic advisor. 

Topics included global economic impacts of COVID-
19, regional soybean market updates, sustainability of 
U.S. agriculture, farmers spring planting updates and 
COVID-19 response, global animal protein markets 
and how consumers are adapting. All presentations 
were shared live with an interactive chat feature to 
ask questions and can also be viewed at a later date.

The virtual trade show, similar to a regular 
tradeshow, allowed companies to have their 
information and promotional brochures available for 
download. There was also a chat feature which included 
translation so participants could interact with “booths”. 
This invitation-only event reached over 1,700 buyers 
and sellers from 40 different countries. In the past, 
the in-person event reached an average of 500 buyers 
and sellers with less country participation.

These virtual soy summits will be a game changer 
in the industry. They allow for a more widespread 
reach to buyers without leaving the comforts of home. 
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Michigan Farmer on WISHH Webinar
In August Sanilac County soybean 

grower Jim Wilson offered business 
insights during the American 

Soybean Association’s World Initiative 
for Soy in Human Health (WISHH) 
program’s webinar for entrepreneurs for feeds 
and soyfoods in emerging markets and developing 
countries. The webinar featured lean business 
management. It was part of a three-part webinar 
series to advise WISHH strategic partners on how to 
adopt resilience strategies for their businesses. 

Wilson, who serves as WISHH treasurer, shared 
how the management practices he uses on his Michigan 
farm support abundant and affordable supplies of U.S. 
soy. He offered two quick tips. 

“First, keep good financial records that allow you 
to know your breakeven costs so you can make good 
decisions,” Wilson shared.

“Second, keep a solid working, honest relationship 
with a loan officer at the bank. Having a strong 
financial partner is key to growth. It has contributed 
to my ability to be a dependable, long-term supplier of 

U.S. soybeans for food and feed.”
The webinar series demonstrates 

WISHH’s commitment to partners’ 
success. “We believe U.S. soybeans 
can play an important role in the 

ability of emerging markets and developing countries 
to offer safe, affordable and healthy food for human 
consumption and/or feed for animals,” shared Wilson.  

Other topics during the webinar series included tips 
to maintain safe and efficient food production during 
COVID-19, general food safety best practices and how 
to work through crisis management and disruptions in 
business.

WISHH thanks the United Soybean Board for its 
support of this webinar series to provide new insights 
to assist entrepreneurs in overcoming obstacles to 
supply chains in developing and emerging markets. The 
Mobilizing Entrepreneurs to Expand U.S. Soy Utilization 
in Developing and Emerging Markets initiative works to 
compress the time for a new U.S. soybean market to 
go from emerging market entry to basic market ready.
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S t a r  o f  t h e  W e s t  - 
C e l e b r a t i n g  1 50  Y e a r s
Star of the West believes it is important to 

work with farmers. If it is not good for the 
farmers, it is not good for the company. Their 

slow, conservative growth and ability to adapt to 
circumstances has led to their sustainability for 150 
years.  

Star of the West history is tied to U.S. history.
Johann Mathias and Johann George Hubinger came 

from Germany. Their family had been in the milling 
business for two hundred years prior to arriving as 
colonists in 1846.

In 1847 and 1848 Johann George Hubinger built the 
first lumber mill and grist (flour) mill in Frankenmuth.

The company was named after a side-wheel 
merchant steamship named Star of the West. It ran 
between New York and New Orleans.  On January 9, 
1861 as the Star of the West approached the Charleston 
harbor, it was fired upon by Confederate soldiers. The 
Star of the West had been secretly chartered to carry 
soldiers and supplies to Fort Sumter to help the Civil 
War efforts. Hubinger was one of the soldiers. It is 
believed Hubinger named his mill Star of the West 

because of his patriotism.
Nightingale Flour has been the recognized brand 

of Star of the West. The flour is named after Florence 
Nightingale, who founded modern day nursing used on 
the battle fields during the Crimean War, which ended 
five years prior to the Civil War. The flour bags were 
made of a cotton cloth and the ink was purposely made 
to wash off easily, as the bags were then used to make 
dish towels and clothing.

Star of the West entered the fertilizer business 
in 1949 specializing in 110-pound bags. This was an 
efficiency decision that allowed them to haul bagged 
brans and mids to feed companies and haul fertilizer 
on the way back to Frankenmuth.

Star of the West is easily recognized on the road 
by their yellow trucks. Historically, yellow was the 
most economical paint, which prompted the use of it 
on their fleet of vehicles.

Today Star of the West operates five flour mills: 
Frankenmuth, Michigan; Quincy, Michigan; Ligonier, 
Indiana; Churchville, New York; and Willard, Ohio.
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Currently the company owns 12 Michigan elevators 

along with locations in McCanna and Larimore, North 
Dakota. They handle dry beans, food grade soybeans 
and wheat along with custom fertilizer applications for 
farmers. They are in the business of feeding people 
and plants. They also export dry beans and food grade 
soybeans to 11 different countries. Their wheat and 
flour are sold in domestic markets.

Star of the West is unique, as there are no other 
flour mills in the country that are so closely involved on 
the production side. For example, The Kellogg’s Origins 
Program is a collaboration with Star of the West, their 
farmers and Kellogg’s, and focuses on sustainable 
agriculture. Signs are placed in farmers’ fields to 
showcase the wheat which will go directly to Kellogg’s 
for processing into their consumer products.

“It is important to work with the farmers,” says 
Jim Howe, president and CEO. “If it is not good for the 
farmers it is not good for the company. Food safety and 
sustainability are a top priority. We need to respect the 
land. It is a living, breathing part of our family.”

Jim still farms with his family and has been part of 
the Star family for 40 years. 

“Challenges in the future include unknowns like 
who will be farming the land,” Jim shared. “Star works 
hard to build lasting relationships with our farmers.”

Star of the West is forward thinking. Several years 
ago, a pandemic policy was put into place, not knowing 
it would be used just a few years later. As technology 
and circumstances change, Star is ready to meet those 
challenges and plans to be an important part of the 
communities they serve for another 150 years.

“The future is bright for Star of the West. I’m very 
proud of the young people coming into the company,” 
Jim says. “They are really smart and will take us into 
the future”

Congratulations Star of the West on celebrating 
150 years. We at MSPC are looking forward to the next 
150.
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Michigan Soybean Producer 
Knows Quality Soybeans 
are Key to Exports, Feed 
Value
Michigan farmer Tom Kendle has done his 

homework. He knows growing quality soybeans 
is not only key to securing foreign markets, 

but also to maintaining feed value for the livestock 
industry.  

No stranger to digging deeper into the science 
behind what makes a quality soybean, Kendle has 
worked with Michigan State University and the Michigan 
Soybean Promotion Committee on soybean research 
projects since 1999. “It’s important that we maintain 
quality, sustainable quality, because it’s very important 
for our overseas market,” he explains.

The Edwardsburg, Michigan, farmer has submitted 
harvested soybean samples to the University of 
Minnesota for nutritional analysis for the past three 
years. Doing so helps him ensure he’s growing quality 
soybeans, which he says is key to maintaining foreign 
markets and to determining which specific soybean 
varieties feature the highest protein and amino acid 
levels that are most sought after by livestock producers.

A former hog farmer, Kendle says the livestock 
industry makes up a considerable amount of the market 
share in the soybean industry. He says soybean quality 
and meat quality go hand in hand.

Kendle was recently recognized by the United 
Soybean Board and the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee for growing soybeans with outstanding 
livestock feed quality and value. Nationally, the soybean 
checkoff has analyzed more than 50,000 samples over 
seven years and developed a ranking methodology to 
compare livestock nutritional value across hundreds of 
the most popular soybean varieties available today.

The overall objectives of the soybean checkoff are 
to supply farmers with this critical information and 
encourage them to select and plant those varieties 
with high nutritional value. The livestock feed value 
of soybeans is vitally important because 70 percent 

of soybeans produced in the U.S. are used to feed 
livestock, including swine, poultry, dairy and beef 
cattle. Soybean feed value is determined by the levels 
of seven essential amino acids that drive animal growth, 
productivity and profit for the livestock producer.

Kendle’s top-scoring variety in 2019 was a Beck’s 
Hybrids variety in the 2-maturity group. The variety 
scored a 10 in terms of exceptional livestock feed value, 
the highest value score possible. The high feed value 
ranking is good news, especially with the challenging 
growing conditions Kendle was up against. 

“Last year was just too wet in the spring, and 
then we had a heavy drought mid-season,” he says. “I 
didn’t get the yield I had hoped for, but the quality on 
feed value was still okay.”

Becks was an early innovator in helping the 
checkoff study soybean quality trends by providing 
hundreds of soybean samples to the checkoff for 
testing by livestock nutritionists. 
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Brad Morehouse is a seed advisor for Beck’s 

and works closely with Kendle on variety selection. 
“The findings of research like this are extremely 
important — now more than ever — as we face the 
ever-growing challenges in production agriculture 
to supply consumers not only with a healthy and 
safe food supply, but also with a cost effective 
one,” he says.

Morehouse says producers typically select 
hybrids based off of fulfilling a specific need, most 
often to produce more yield on every acre to 
increase profitability. In Kendle’s case, Beck’s 3091 
variety serves that need very well, in addition to 
scoring exceptionally well in livestock feed value. 

“Anytime you can put together a complete 
package for a producer, that’s a really good day,” 
he says.

United Soybean Board’s 78 volunteer farmer-
directors work on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers 
to achieve maximum value for their soy checkoff 
investments. These volunteers invest and leverage 
checkoff funds in programs and partnerships to 
drive soybean innovation beyond the bushel and 
increase preference for U.S. soy. That preference 
is based on U.S. soybean meal and oil quality 
and the sustainability of U.S. soybean farmers. 
As stipulated in the federal Soybean Promotion, 
Research and Consumer Information Act, the 
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service has oversight 
responsibilities for USB and the soy checkoff.
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Although the back to school season looks much different this year, many students are now back 
in the classroom. Once again the Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee (MSPC) is offering a FREE 
“Soybeans Go To School” education kit to all Michigan teachers. The kit is recommended for grades three 

through five. Since 1999, MSPC has sent out over 7,000 education kits and reached over 216,000 students in 
Michigan. 

Ms. Brenda Wilkey’s class from Bishop Baraga Catholic School in Iron Mountain took advantage of the 
six weeks of lesson plans provided by the soybean office. “The lessons were relevant to science content and 
investigations related to real-world scenarios. It nicely allowed for making interesting connections to other 
areas,” stated Ms. Wilkey. 

From Ashley Elementary, Ms. Amber McAllister also taught the lessons to her fourth graders. She said, “We 
loved all of the lessons. Students were very engaged and enjoyed the material.” 

The “Soybeans Go To School” kit includes lessons in which Soylock Holmes solves the mystery of soybeans. 
The elementary classes are able to learn about: 

• The life cycle of the soybean plant and actually grow a soybean. 
• How soybeans touch our lives every day in the foods we eat and the different products we use. 
• The history of the soybean and the effect on different cultures. 
• Different researchers such as George Washington Carver and Percy Lavon Julian and the many discoveries 

they had regarding soybeans. 
• The innovations of Henry Ford and the fact that, to this day, Ford vehicles still use soy. 
This soybean education kit is compliments of Michigan’s soybean farmers through their investment in the 

soybean checkoff. Thanks also to the generous product donations provided by Star of the West Fairgrove and 
Michigan Farm Bureau. 

As we head into the 2020-2021 school year, look for our lessons and order form online. 
To review lesson plans or to order a kit for your classroom, visit our website at michigansoybean.org.

“Soybeans Go To School” Kit 
Offered to Michigan Schools
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C h i c k e n s  H e l p  t o 
E x p o r t  S o y b e a n s
The Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee has 

recently become a member of the USA Poultry 
and Egg Export Council (USAPEEC) in order to 

support this important soybean-consuming industry. 
You may be surprised to learn poultry is the largest 
consumer of soybeans out of all livestock species in 
the U.S. In fact in 2019, U.S. poultry consumed 1.075 
billion bushels of soybeans. This is about 10 times the 
amount of soybeans produced in Michigan each year. 
At the same time, they also consumed over two billion 
bushels of corn.

The primary poultry export sectors that are 
promoted by USAPEEC are chicken, turkey, eggs and 
duck. The poultry produced specifically for export 
sectors utilized 145 million bushels of soybeans. It is 
estimated that U.S. soybean prices would drop by nine 
percent without poultry and egg exports. While this 
market for soybeans and the price which is supported 
by this demand is great, the additional opportunity for 
some farmers in Michigan and across the country to 
raise poultry and produce eggs is a double win.

USAPEEC is headquartered in Georgia and has 
international office locations in 13 major export markets. 
One statistic that clearly shows the effectiveness and 
value of this council is that its membership accounts 
for more than 95 percent of all U.S. poultry and egg 
exports.

The increase of U.S. production in broiler chickens 
(6.4 percent), turkeys (4.4 percent) and eggs (8 
percent) since 2015 has been supported by the export 
markets for these products. The African Swine Fever 
issue in many countries has decreased world pork 
production and positioned poultry as the strong leader 
in world meat production.

“The poultry market is important to soybean 
growers in Michigan and beyond. The use of soybean 
grower checkoff investments to support this industry 
will benefit both their interests and ours,” stated MSPC 
board member Mike Sahr.
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Wheels Up: Renewable 
Diesel Opens Doors Into 
Jet Fuel Market

The renewable fuel industry is ever-expanding 
and changing. No one knows that more than the 
National Biodiesel Board. As the NBB partners 

with biodiesel producers, the soy checkoff, and other 
organizations within the industry, they are constantly 
looking for new markets and technologies that can 
use excess fats and oils, like soybean oil, for fuel. 
Renewable diesel is one of those technologies making 
a growing impression. 

“People often assume renewable diesel is just 
another term for biodiesel, but it’s not,” says Scott 
Fenwick, technical director for the NBB. Think of 
renewable diesel like biodiesel’s cousin. They share 
similarities like both being made from a variety of fats 
and oils, including soybean oil, opening yet another 
market for soybean farmers.”

Fenwick adds both renewable diesel and biodiesel 
meet ASTM fuel specifications, and both are considered 
Advanced Biofuels. But they also have some distinct 
differences, such as their production process.

Producers generate biodiesel through 
transesterification, creating the by-product glycerin; 
whereas renewable diesel’s path looks more similar to 
petroleum diesel: hydrotreating the oil. The by-product 
of hydrotreating is then natural gas, which can be used 
to fuel the process itself. Renewable diesel producers 
follow hydrotreating with an additional process called 
isomerization. 

The combination of hydrotreating and 
isomerization result in a fuel – renewable diesel – 
that can be used up to 100 percent in existing diesel 
engines with no modifications. With significantly 
higher cetane values than petroleum diesel that lead 
to enhanced combustion as well as potentially better 
cold flow properties, renewable diesel opens the door 
for expanding renewable fuel markets.

“Renewable diesel can be processed further into 
sustainable jet fuel, a relatively untapped market as 
far as renewable fuels have been concerned that is just 
beginning,” says Fenwick. “Renewable diesel producers 
have already begun serving jet fuel customers in 
California with much success.” 

Soybean Farmers Cruise Into Another Market Sector

By: Kaleb Little, Director of Communications, National Biodiesel Board
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Sustainable aviation fuel has already begun 

playing a role in reducing carbon emissions within 
the aviation industry. In fact, Shell Aviation inked a 
multi-year deal earlier this year with biofuel producer 
World Energy, to provide aviation fuel to Lufthansa 
Group for intercontinental flights leaving San Francisco 
International Airport. 

“Will renewable diesel replace biodiesel? No,” adds 
Fenwick. “While renewable diesel has a role to play in 
the market, it currently only makes up about a third 
of overall demand for petroleum diesel replacements 
because there are trade-offs when it comes to 
producing renewable diesel, price being one of the 
biggest.” 

Fenwick explains that while biodiesel and 
renewable diesel are made from the same feedstocks, 
the processing is what makes renewable diesel more 
expensive. 

The benefits of each fuel are complementary, 
leading to blends of renewable diesel and biodiesel 
being used throughout the country and helping fleets 
meet their sustainability goals with a 100 percent 
renewable fuel. 

“I’m excited to hear about another market opening 
up for biomass-based diesel and seeing the biodiesel 
and renewable diesel industries continue to grow,” says 
Matt Stutzman, a soybean farmer from Adrian who 
serves as Michigan’s representative on the National 
Biodiesel Board. “As we continue to see renewable 
diesel grow in demand, we can relax in knowing that 
it’s not biodiesel OR renewable diesel. It’s biodiesel 
AND renewable diesel for our foreseeable future.” 

NBB has set a goal to use six billion gallons of 
biodiesel and renewable diesel by 2030. Soybean 
farmers and biodiesel producers will continue working 
together to fuel that market growth.  
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This summer, U.S. Soy 
helped bring comfort to 
health care professionals 

who are working tirelessly on 
the frontlines during COVID-19. 
Okabashi, an American company 
that counts on U.S. soy for all its 
sandals, pledged to donate up to 10,000 pairs of soy-
based sandals to health care workers for every order 
placed through their website or Zappos.

“We’ve already donated over 5,000 pairs so far, 
and still counting!” said Okabashi President Kim 
Falkenhayn. “We are sending them all over the country. 
Now more than ever, we’re all in this together.”

Only 2 percent of shoe companies operate in 
the U.S., and Okabashi is proud to source American 
materials, including U.S.-grown soybean oil. Okabashi 
is committed to producing their footwear with 
sustainable and renewable materials using soybean 
oil to displace petroleum. The company’s shoes are 
approximately 45 percent U.S. soy by weight. U.S. Soy 
meets their high standards for performance, offering 
both strength and softness, as well as qualifies them 
to be recognized as a USDA Certified Biobased Product 
in the USDA’s BioPreferred Program.

With large-scale soybean production in the U.S. — 
U.S. soybean farmers produced more than 11 million 
metric tons of soybean oil in 2018 alone — Okabashi 
has the reliable supply of materials they need for this 
large-scale donation.

Customers can purchase a pair of soy sandals for 
themselves and write a note of encouragement to a 
health care worker who will receive a pair directly 
from Okabashi with the personal message. The soy 
checkoff is proud to recognize a U.S. soy customer 
that is donating soy-based products to the health 
care sector. The health care and agriculture industries 
share a commitment to the safety and security of our 
communities, while bolstering our economy during 
these difficult times.

“It’s neat to see the soybeans I grow not only being 
used in a unique way that supports demand for our 
product, but also to support frontline workers during 

this crisis,” said soy checkoff 
farmer-leader Belinda Burrier. 
“It’s one of the reasons I’m proud 
to grow soybeans. It shows the 
importance of continuing to look 
for new ways that U.S. Soy and 
our partners can give back to 

communities across the country.”
This donation is just one of many U.S. Soy is 

proud to be a part of. With other partners, soybean 
farmers have helped provide meals of U.S. pork 
to food insecure families through the Drive to Feed 
Kids program and bottles of soy-based hand sanitizer 
to the New York City Fire Department, facilitated by 
the National Biodiesel Board. The New York Corn and 
Soybean Growers and SYNLawn, a company that uses 
U.S. soy in its artificial grass, also joined NBB and 
the New York Fire Department Incident Management 
Team to provide hundreds of meals from New York 
restaurants to firefighters, dispatchers, mechanics and 
other essential employees.

“These donations showcase not only the versatility 
and growing industrial uses the soybean checkoff is 
working to secure for our farmers, but also the sense 
of community U.S. Soy has with these partners,” said 
USB Vice President of Communications and Marketing 
Strategy Mace Thornton. “We’ve made it a priority 
to leverage these partnerships and collaborations to 
expand the use of soybean oil and step up in times of 
need.”

USB regularly collaborates with companies such 
as Goodyear on research to learn how to incorporate 
soy into new technology. Today, there are more than 
1,000 different soy-based products available, including 
everything from turf grass to machinery lubricants to 
asphalt. USB is committed to continuing its work to 
research, develop and expand new uses, build demand 
for U.S. soybean farmers and improve infrastructure to 
outlast times of crisis.

To learn more about these innovations and 
soy-based products, visit soynewuses.org or 
unitedsoybean.org. Find Okabashi shoes at okabashi.
com. 

U.S. Soy Shoes Donated 
to Frontline Workers
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