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The Annual Meeting of 
members of the Michigan 
Soybean Association was 

held on January 27, 2016, at the 
Great Lakes Crop Summit, Soaring 
Eagle Casino, Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan. Directors reported on 
state happenings, MSA financials 
and national (ASA) activities. 
Elections were held for directors 
in districts 3 (Matt Stutzman), 
6 (David Williams) and at-large 
(Bill Spike) – all incumbents were 
reelected. The 2016 Board of 
Directors is pictured below.

All Michigan soybean farmers are encouraged to join the MSA. Simply 
use the application on the inside of the back cover of this issue of the 
Michigan Soybean News.

Regards,
Dave Williams
MSA president

Michigan Soybean 
aSSociation 

board of directorS

From the MSA President...
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Brian McKenzie 
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Herbicide resistance 
tHreatens MicHigan 
soybean Production: 
start Planning now

Part 1 of a 3-part series
By: Christy Sprague, Professor and Weed Extension Specialist, Michigan State University

The days of spraying one or two applications 
of Roundup (glyphosate) for weed control in 
Roundup Ready soybeans are over. Weeds that 

are resistant to glyphosate and multiple-herbicide 
site of action groups are becoming more prevalent 
throughout Michigan. Many populations of horseweed 
(marestail), Palmer amaranth and waterhemp 
remaining at harvest in Roundup Ready fields have 
been confirmed resistant to glyphosate (Group 9). In 
many cases, a high percentage of these populations 
are also resistant to the Group 2 (ALS-inhibiting) 
herbicides, making it impossible to manage these 
weeds with glyphosate alone or with premixtures 
that contain glyphosate and Group 2 herbicides, like 
Extreme. Low levels of resistance to glyphosate and 
the Group 2 herbicides (e.g., FirstRate) have also 
been found in a couple of Michigan common ragweed 
populations. 

The challenges with managing these multiple-
resistant weeds increases as additional herbicide 
resistances are added in these already resistant 
weed populations. For example, we currently have 
a population of Palmer amaranth in Michigan that is 
resistant to three different herbicide sites of action: 
Group 2 (ALS-inhibitors), Group 5 (e.g., atrazine and 
metribuzin), and Group 9 (glyphosate) herbicides. 
In other states, there are populations of waterhemp 
resistant to three, four, and in one case five different 
herbicide sites of action groups. 

Managing herbicide-resistant weeds and delaying 
the development of new herbicide-resistant weed 
species needs to include a diversified approach. 
This approach cannot rely on just switching to a 
new herbicide with a different site of action when 
the previous one no longer works or all you do is 
perpetuate the problem. Management of these weeds 
needs to include the use of herbicides with multiple 

Horseweed rosette Flowering and senescing horseweed plant Horseweed that was 
sprayed with glyphosate
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effective sites of action while also including tactics, 
like crop rotation, tillage (where appropriate), and 
cultural practices that make the crop more competitive 
(e.g., narrow row width, higher plant populations). The 
ultimate goal is to manage herbicide-resistant weeds 
so that resistant weed seeds are not allowed to enter 
the soil seed bank. In some cases this may also include 
hand-weeding weed escapes. One of the biggest things 
a grower can do is to scout for changes in their weed 
populations. Identifying a herbicide-resistant weed 
problem is the first step to successful management. 

So what can we do to help manage some of these 
weeds that have become bigger problems for Michigan 
soybean growers? Control options are outlined below 
that can be used to help manage multiple-resistant 
horseweed, waterhemp and Palmer amaranth.

Control taCtiCs for Multiple-resistant 
Horseweed (Marestail)

Horseweed is typically a problem in no-till or 
reduced-tillage systems because it emerges in the fall 
and early spring. One of the biggest challenges that 
we have in managing multiple-resistant horseweed 
in soybeans is that we do not have any effective 
postemergence herbicide options available for control 
in Roundup Ready or non-GMO soybean. This fact 
alone puts tremendous pressure on the management 
of horseweed prior to the emergence of the soybean 
crop. 

One way growers have effectively managed 
horseweed is by thorough tillage prior to planting. 
Vertical tillage operations will not control horseweed 
because it does not uniformly disturb the upper few 
inches of the soil. Established and emerging horseweed 
plants need to be uprooted to be effectively controlled 
by tillage. In no-till and reduced-till (e.g., vertical 
tillage) systems it is important to control emerged 
horseweed with a burndown herbicide program. 

The burndown program needs to include herbicides 
with effective sites of action groups. For example, 
2,4-D ester (Group 4) and/or Sharpen (Group 14) 
are herbicides that are generally used as part of an 
effective burndown program for controlling multiple-
resistant horseweed. The burndown program is best 
applied when horseweed is in the rosette stage and 
needs to be applied prior to horseweed being four 
inches tall. As horseweed gets taller, the effectiveness 
of the burndown herbicide program decreases. In some 
cases, it may take up to two burndown applications to 
control horseweed prior to planting depending on the 
horseweed population and size. 

In addition to controlling horseweed prior to 
planting with tillage or a burndown herbicide program, 
the application or inclusion of a preemergence residual 
herbicide for control is a must. The residual herbicide 
needs to contain effective herbicide site of action 
groups to control the multiple-resistant horseweed 
populations found in many Michigan fields. The two 
most effective residual sites of action groups we have 
for managing horseweed is the Group 5 herbicide, 
Metribuzin, or the Group 14 herbicides, flumioxazin 
(Valor) or sulfentrazone (Authority) -based products. 

Because horseweed can emerge after soybeans 
are planted, another potential strategy to control 
multiple-resistant horseweed is to consider planting 
LibertyLink soybean. It is important to follow 
the previous recommendations, but by planting 
LibertyLink soybean growers have a postemergence 
herbicide option with Liberty (Group 10) to control any 
horseweed plants that emerge later and escape control 
from the preemergence residual herbicide. For more 
detailed information on the management of horseweed 
in soybean, see the factsheet “Controlling Horseweed 
(Marestail)” on page 199 of the 2016 MSU Weed 
Control Guide for Field Crops or at www.msuweeds.
com.

Field of horseweed
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Control taCtiCs for Multiple-resistant 
waterHeMp and palMer aMarantH

Common waterhemp and Palmer amaranth 
are both pigweed species that are becoming more 
prevalent in Michigan soybean fields. While there are 
several differences in these species, the similarities 
in emergence patterns, growth rates, and herbicide 
susceptibility make management options in soybean 
similar. Waterhemp and Palmer amaranth are 
considered later emerging weeds. In Michigan, 
emergence of these species typically starts in late-May 
and continues throughout most of the growing season. 
To help manage later emerging plants, growers should 
consider planting LibertyLink soybean. LibertyLink 
soybeans provide growers with an option of using 
the herbicide Liberty (Group 10) postemergence. 
Liberty provides more flexibility in use rates and the 
number of postemergence applications that can be 
used for controlling glyphosate- and multiple-resistant 
waterhemp and Palmer amaranth. 

Whether a grower is planting LibertyLink, Roundup 
Ready, or non-GMO soybeans, there are several 
steps that should be followed to effectively manage 
waterhemp and Palmer amaranth. The first step is 
to start clean. It is important to make sure that all 
waterhemp or Palmer amaranth plants are controlled 
prior to planting soybean. The next step is to apply 
the full-rate of an effective preemergence herbicide. 
The Group 14 herbicides, flumioxazin (Valor) or 
sulfentrazone (Authority) -based products, have 
been the most consistent for waterhemp and Palmer 
amaranth control. This inclusion of metribuzin, a 
Group 5 herbicide, can help improve control. The 
Group 15 herbicides (i.e., Dual II Magnum, Warrant, 
Outlook, or Zidua) can also provide good initial 
control, but are probably most effectively used as a 
tank-mix partner with the postemergence herbicide 
application. Effective postemergence herbicides should 
be applied prior to waterhemp or Palmer amaranth 
reaching three inches in height. In Roundup Ready 
or non-GMO soybean, only the Group 14 herbicides, 
Flexstar, Cobra, or Ultra Blazer, will be effective. In 
LibertyLink soybean the Group 14 herbicides or Liberty 
(Group 10) can be used. These products should be 
tank-mixed with a Group 15 residual product. Once 
plants reach three inches tall, control with any of these 
postemergence herbicides is substantially reduced. 
Additional postemergence herbicide applications may 
be necessary under certain conditions. More in-depth 
recommendations on the management of these weeds 
can be found in the factsheet, “Multiple-resistant 
Palmer amaranth & waterhemp in Michigan: Keys to 
management in soybean, corn and alfalfa” on pages 

195-197 of the 2016 MSU Weed Control Guide for Field 
Crops or at www.msuweeds.com.

While the approaches outlined above may not 
always be 100% effective, they will reduce populations 
of glyphosate- and multiple-resistant weeds. Additional 
cultural control measures such as hand-weeding should 
be used to eliminate the remaining glyphosate-and/or 
multiple-resistant weeds from the field before they can 
set seed. Often herbicide-resistant weed populations 
generally start with just a few plants. Allowing just 
one herbicide-resistant weed, like Palmer amaranth or 
waterhemp that can produce an upwards of 400,000 
seeds per plant, to remain in the field can cause serious 
management problems for years to come. If herbicide-
resistant weeds are identified early, it is easier to 
manage the expansion and spread of these weeds.

It is important that all growers address herbicide 
resistance with a weed-management plan. It’s never too 
late to create a diversified strategy. Even if herbicide-
resistant weeds are not found in your fields this year, 
you should still be looking for strategies to prevent 
the buildup of resistance problems later. Finding, 
identifying and removing weeds from fields before they 
can set seed are vitally important. After identification, 
growers should make sure to use multiple effective 
herbicides that do not allow weeds to escape control. 
Non-chemical cultural practices, such as tillage, should 
also be considered to prevent herbicide-resistance. 
Careful management and planning will help prevent 
the spread of herbicide resistant weeds in the future.

Waterhemp
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Field of waterhemp

Palmer amaranth
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MicHigan soybean ProMotion coMMittee (MsPc)
Financial rePort1

october 1, 2014 - sePteMber 30, 2015
REVENUES COLLECTED
Assessments $4,619,575
Less:
50% Transfer to USB2 $2,258,924
State of Origin Transfers 67,735
Net Assessments $2,292,916
Interest Income 5,879
Contract Services 29,001
Other Income 7,302
Total Revenue Collected3 $2,335,098

EXPENSES PAID
Production 1,625,165
Market Development 578,577
Outreach 488,217
Administration 120,807
Contract Services 26,042
Total Expenses Paid $2,838,808

FUND BALANCE
Revenue Less Expenses $   -503,710
Beginning Fund Balance 2,923,983
Ending Fund Balance $2,420,273
  Less Committed Funds:
Committed Research 587,987
FY15 Office Commitment 24,843
FY16 USB Commitment 38,505
Designated for Transition 700,000
Total Committed Funds $1,351,335
Unreserved Fund Equity $1,068,938

1. MSPC’s financial statements are prepared on a 
modified accrual basis in compliance with GASB 
34 by a Certified Public Accountant each fiscal 
year. 

2. United Soybean Board manages one-half of 
the checkoff funds collected in Michigan for 
investments in animal ag, biotechnology, 
new uses, production research, international 
marketing, soyfoods, etc. 

3. MSPC manages the remaining one-half of the 
funds that were collected in Michigan for mainly 
in-state projects.

MsPc’s Percent exPended in Fy15 by PrograM area

Production
57%

Outreach 17%

Market 
Development

21%

Contract 1%
Administration 4%

Mission Statement
Manage checkoff resources to increase return on investment for Michigan 

soybean farmers while enhancing sustainable soybean production.
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MSA Membership at WorkFrom the ASA Director

an uPdate FroM your 
asa director

By: Matt Stutzman, ASA farmer director from Adrian, Michigan

To recap 2015 national political happenings, 
Congress ended the year by passing some 
helpful laws for farmers, specifically – the 

Omnibus Appropriations bill which included wins for 
soybean farmers:

• Repeal of the mandatory country of origin 
labeling (COOL) rule

• Increased funding for Agriculture Research 
Service

• Increased funding for the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture (NIFA) and Agriculture 
and Food Research Initiative (AFRI)

• Funding for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) which also helps to fund the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Programs 
(RCPP), and

• Dedicated funds for USDA disaster assistance 
programs

Unfortunately, two prominent, American Soybean 
Association (ASA)-supported policy riders — one to 
prevent EPA from implementing the Waters of the 
U.S. regulations and another on pre-emption of state 
GMO labeling initiatives — were on the table during 
negotiations over the Omnibus Appropriations bill 
discussion, but ultimately were not included. Both 
issues are expected to be the focus of continued debate 
and legislative maneuvering again in 2016.

The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) 
Act of 2015 included the following soy-specific 
provisions:

• Biodiesel Tax Credit – The package contains 
a two-year extension of the biodiesel tax 
credit. The credit is extended retroactive for 
2015 and through 2016; however, it remains 
as a blender’s credit rather than shifting to 
a producer’s credit as the ASA and biodiesel 
industry had supported.

• Section 179 Expensing Limits – The bill 
includes extension and modification of 
increased expensing limitations and treatment 
of certain real property as Section 179 
property. The provision permanently extends 
the small business expensing limitation and 

phase-out amounts in effect from 2010 to 
2015 ($500,000 and $2 million, respectively). 
These amounts would have been $25,000 and 
$200,000, respectively. The provision modifies 
the expensing limitation by indexing both the 
$500,000 and $2 million limits for inflation 
beginning in 2016.

• Bonus Depreciation – The bill provides a five-
year extension of the bonus depreciation for 
property acquired and placed in service during 
2015 through 2019 (with an additional year 
for certain property with a longer production 
period). The bonus depreciation percentage is 
50 percent for property placed in service during 
2015, 2016 and 2017 and phases down, with 
40 percent in 2018, and 30 percent in 2019. 
The provision also modifies bonus depreciation 
to include qualified improvement property 
and to permit certain trees, vines, and plants 
bearing fruit or nuts to be eligible for bonus 
depreciation when planted or grafted, rather 
than when placed in service.

• The package also extends the conservation 
easement tax credit, and tax credits for 
donations to ag research organizations.

ASA recently made some changes at the annual 
winter meeting in St. Louis. The board approved a 
comprehensive strategic plan that will strengthen the 
organization’s efforts on policy and trade. The plan will 
guide ASA’s activity to the year 2021:

• ASA will shift resources from membership 
recruitment to additional policy personnel and 
resources.

• ASA will provide total flexibility to states to 
structure and conduct membership how they 
believe will be most effective in their states. 
Today the Michigan Soybean Association 
(MSA) forwards a portion of membership dues 
received to ASA, under the new structure 
membership dues are replaced with tiered 
state affiliate investment levels in the national 
organization.

• ASA will establish, in partnership with states, 
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MICHIGAN CROP 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION

Providing foundation seed 

MCIA at P.O. Box 21008, Lansing, MI 48909
Phone: 517-332-3546. e-mail: info@michcrop.com

a Soy Regulatory Issues Coalition to provide 
analysis and actionable information on the 
growing list of environmental and regulatory 
issues we must confront at state and national 
levels.

Although these are big changes, the goals, mission 
and values of ASA have changed only slightly and focus 
more on policy than membership. MSA members will 
still be members of ASA.

Let me know if you have any questions via 
email at stutzman99@hotmail.com or by phoning 
517.260.1720. I look forward to representing your 
interests in 2016.

Michigan Soybean Association will remain a membership-driven organization 
and the voice for Michigan’s soybean farmers in Lansing and D.C.

Matt Stutzman

From the ASA Director

ASA is hard at work on a number of policy, trade and 
regulatory issues that have a direct effect on your profitability 
as a soybean grower. Issues that may interest you are 
biodiesel, biotechnology, farm bill, regulatory, sustainability, 
trade, transportation and infrastructure, animal agriculture, 
aquaculture, biobased products, budget and appropriations 
and food aid. For additional background and links to more 
information, visit https://soygrowers.com/learn/current-
issues/.



12 Michigan Soybean News

MSA Membership at WorkTrans-Pacific Partnership

By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director

trans-PaciFic PartnersHiP

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has been in 
the works for over seven years. What is the 
TPP? It is a trade agreement with 11 other 

countries (Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and 
Vietnam) that will support economic growth and jobs 
by removing over 18,000 trade barriers for goods and 
services, improve intellectual property protection and 
create new 21st century trade rules.

As you can imagine with 12 different countries, all 
of which have different views on topics, this agreement 
has many layers and is quite complicated. As with all 
negotiations, you win some points and you lose some 
points for the greatest good.

wHat are tHe Major stiCking points?
Pharmaceuticals - The protection of intellectual 
property rights for pharmaceuticals is a huge sticking 
point. For the U.S. the timeframe is about 12 years 
while other countries have eight or less years, with 
Australia insisting on five years.

Milk - In New Zealand, dairy accounts for more than 
25% of the exports. However, dairy imports for Canada 
face a 248.95% tariff to protect their dairy market. By 
eliminating the tariff, Canada’s dairy market could be 
in jeopardy.

Cars - This one gets even more complicated as some 
countries are insisting a certain percentage of each 
car’s manufactured parts come from the same country 
in order to be included in the TPP. Japan, Mexico and 
the U.S. all have high stakes on this point.

Textiles - Similar to cars, in order for clothing to be 
duty free all the fabric needs to be made in one of the 
TPP countries. This will especially affect Vietnam as 
they are not able to produce all the fabric they need. 
They currently purchase fabrics from China, who are 
not part of the TPP.

There are other sticking points also; rice, pork, 
beef and currency manipulation, all need to be worked 
through. So why go to all the effort? There are some 
big wins for Michigan alone. Michigan already has a 
marketing footprint in the eleven other countries; 
however, with the trade tariffs, we are access limited 
to expansion.

How will MiCHigan soybeans benefit?
Tariffs are already low in TPP markets, but soybean 

producers will benefit from reduced meat tariffs that 
are expected to create new feed demand. Japan, 
Malaysia and Vietnam will eliminate tariffs on soybean 
oil and soybean meal.

Soybeans are the #1 agriculture export from the 
state followed by dairy, feeds and fodder, fruits and 
nuts, and wheat respectively. The value of Michigan 
agriculture exports in 2013 was $3.4 billion. Michigan 
also benefits with 25,800 jobs supported by agriculture 
exports.

How do we Move forward?
We need to finish up the TPP and put it in place. 

Our legislators need to work together for the greater 
good. Call your Congressperson and ask them what is 
the progress of the Trans-Pacific Partnership and how 
do we move it forward?

For more information on the TPP visit http://trade.
gov/fta/tpp/states/michigan.asp.

Photo credit: Business Roundtable
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2015 was the 10th year 
for a soybean yield 
contest held in Michigan. 

This year, 83 farmers from 28 
counties submitted 93 fields into 
the contest in six categories. 
New this year was a non-
GMO category of any maturity 
and source of water. Eleven seed companies were 
represented with seed in the contest.

The Michigan soybean checkoff program and 
Spartan Ag co-sponsored the contest again this past 
year. Yields ranged from 39 to 102 bushels per acre, 
with the average yield of 75 bushels per acre for all the 
completed entries.

Contest winners were recognized at the 2016 Great 
Lakes Crops Summit held in Mt. Pleasant. Participants 
received prizes donated by some of the participating 
seed companies.

The yield contest is one way to encourage farmers 
to pay more attention to the agronomics of soybean 
production and have fun entering the contest at the 
same time. Another goal is to share the results with all 
Michigan soybean farmers, such as through this article 
or the SMaRT meetings held this winter.

Before I give you individual results from the 
contest, here are some observations of what the 
top yielding farmers did as compared to the farmers 
whose yields were lower. Comparisons can be drawn 
regarding water, seed treatment, planting date and 
rate, seed treatment, foliar treatments, soybean cyst 
nematodes, tillage, soil testing and fertilizer. Note that 
no farmers are identified unless they are one of the 
winners.

water
Eight of the top ten yields were in the irrigated 

categories as compared to the non-irrigated, or 
dryland, categories. 2013 and 2014 were both wet 
years in which seven of the top ten yields were from the 
non-irrigated categories. Over nine years, the irrigated 

Group 3 entries have yielded 
an average of 8 bushels higher 
than the non-irrigated entries. 
For Group 2, the advantage of 
irrigation is about 4.6 bushels 
per acre.

seed treatMent
All of the top yielding entries 

had one of six different seed treatments, ranging from 
a fungicidal seed treatment, to ones which included an 
insecticide and nematicide.

planting population
Contrary to all past results, this year’s top yielding 

entries average 174,500 seeds per acre, about 17,000 
more seeds compared to the bottom yielding entries. 
And the average planting date was 15 days earlier for 
the top yielders than for the lowest yielders. Because 
of the mild and dry fall weather, harvest was just as 
timely for both groups.

row widtH and tillage
More of the top yielding group plants in 15 inch 

rows, with almost none being drilled and in no-till. 
Generally the bottom group is in drilled rows in no-till 
or in 30 inch rows. 90 percent of the top group uses 
some type of tillage, whether fall plus spring or just 
spring tillage. The bottom group was split almost 
evenly between tillage and no-till.

soybean Cyst neMatodes and soil 
testing

The top group consistently says they know whether 
there are SCN in the contest fields or not. The bottom 
group generally does not know if SCN are present and 
thus might be one possible reason for the lower yields. 
Almost all the top group has soil tested the contest 
field recently, whereas only half of the bottom yielding 
fields have a current soil test. It should be no surprise 
that grid soil sampling is becoming more common.

2015 Soybean Yield Contest

2015 soybean yield 
contest results and 

HigHligHts
By: Ned Birkey, Spartan Ag
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wHat about fertilizing soybeans?

75 percent of the top group applied fertilizer, generally a potassium product, or manure. Only ten percent 
of the bottom group applied fertilizer. Six of the top group applied a foliar fungicide, perhaps in response to 
the prevalence of white mold over the past two years. None of the lowest yielding fields had a foliar fungicide 
applied last year.

New this year was a non-GMO category, of any maturity, and with or without supplemental water. Yields in 
this category ranged from 69 to 88 bushels per acre.

Congratulations to Richard Buss of Van 
Buren County for achieving the top Group 
3 Non-irrigated yield in 2015 at 83.36 
bushels per acre. 

Jeff Hoeve of Allegan County had a top 
yield of 81.6 bushels per acre for the 
Group 3 Irrigated category.

Hometown Decatur

County Van Buren

Date Planted May 5, 2015

Variety Asgrow 3034

Row Spacing 15 inch rows

Population 170,000

Previous Crop Corn

Seed Treatment Asgrow standard inoculation

SCN Present No

Tillage No-till

Harvest Date October 29, 2015

Pods per Plant 49/3.0

Combine John Deere 9650

Hometown Holland

County Allegan

Date Planted April 22, 2015

Variety NK 30-V6

Row Spacing 15 inch rows

Population 170,000

Previous Crop Corn

Seed Treatment Cruiser Maxx Extreme plus N Force

Pre/Planter Fertilizer 200# K + pelletized lime

Tillage Vertical till (2 trips)

Foliar Fungicide Omega, Quilt

Harvest Date October 16, 2015

Combine John Deere 9760 STS
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First-time winner, Nick Suwyn of Allegan 
County, recorded 80.51 bushels per acre 
for his Group 2 Non-irrigated entry.

Don Stall of Charlotte in Eaton County, 
achieved his third yield over 100 bushels 
per acre, with an all-time high of 102.78 
bushels for his Group 2 Irrigated entry.

Hometown Caledonia

County Allegan

Date Planted April 18, 2015

Variety NK S20-T6

Row Spacing 15 inch rows

Population 240,000

Previous Crop Corn

Seed Treatment Clariva complete + N Force

Pre/Planter Fertilizer 7 tons of fall applied dairy manure

Tillage Conventional

SCN in Field No

Foliar Fungicide Quilt at R2

Foliar Fertilizer Yield spike 5-13-8 at R1

Harvest Date September 22, 2015

Combine Case IH 7230

Hometown Charlotte

County Eaton

Date Planted May 13, 2015

Variety Pioneer 26T76R

Row Spacing 15 inch rows

Population 165,000

Previous Crop Corn

Seed Treatment Pioneer Premium Seed Treatment

Soil Test 2014 with a 2.5 acre grid sampled

Pre/Planter Fertilizer Fall and variable rate of K; Mez and  
lime based upon soil test

Tillage Turbo till (one trip)

SCN Present Yes

Foliar Fungicide Endura at R1; Approach at R3

Foliar Fertilizer Black Jack Mn at 1.5 pints/A at R1

Rainfall/Irrigation 26 inches rain + 5 inches irrigation

Harvest Date October 14, 2015

Combine Case IH 8010 with draper head
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Greg Wagner of Tuscola County was the 
Group 1 winner with a 76.6 bushel yield 
for his 1.6 maturity soybeans.

Kirkdorfer Farms’ Cameron Mendenhall 
and Kenny Bishop were the co-winners 
of the first ever non-GMO category with 
an amazing 88.24 bushels per acre for a 
Group 3 entry with irrigation.

Are there other factors that might increase yields? Yes, even if some of these factors did not show up in 
this year’s contest results. Thank you to all the participating farmers and good luck to all Michigan soybean 
farmers in a 2016 contest. For more information about this year’s contest contact me at birkey@msu.edu or 
734.260.3442.

Hometown Reese

County Tuscola

Date Planted May 13, 2015

Variety Stine 17RE26

Row Spacing 28 inch rows

Population 155,000

Previous Crop Wheat

Seed Treatment Graph-Ex

Tillage Spring field cultivation

SCN Present No

Foliar Fungicide Easy Mon Mg at 1 quart and 1 quart
ENC with micropack

Rainfall 35 inches

Harvest Date October 15, 2015

Combine Case IH 7230

Hometown Edwardsburg

County Cass

Date Planted May 8, 2015

Variety Pioneer 33T60

Row Spacing 15 inch rows

Population 125,000

Previous Crop Seed corn

Seed Treatment Pioneer premium seed treatment

Pre/Planter Fertilizer 200# of 0-0-60

Tillage Fall chisel; field cultivation

Soil Test 2015

SCN Present Yes

Rainfall 12.5 inches + 1.5 inches irrigation

Harvest Date October 2, 2015

Combine John Deere 9870 STS
Photo credit: Ned Birkey
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wisHH transFers 
bangladesH Market to 

ussec
By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director

WISHH’s results in Bangladesh are exactly what soybean farmers envisioned 
when they created WISHH to do long-term market development. WISHH is 
our trailblazer for trade.

Jim Wilson, Michigan’s representative for WISHH 

In 2010, Michigan soybean farmers invested in a 
container full of soybeans to Bangladesh through 
the World Initiative for Soy in Human Health 

(WISHH). During that time, WISHH began to work 
with people of Bangladesh to introduce the benefits 
of soy. The container of Michigan soybeans was an 
important step in getting companies to sample soy 
and work with it in their products. WISHH has been 
working on multiple soy projects in the region.

WISHH, based in St. Louis, Missouri, was founded 
in 2000 by U.S. soybean farmers. It has worked in 
24 countries to develop long-term markets for U.S. 
soybean farmers.

The success of WISHH is measured by developing 
a soy-based market, fostering relationships, giving 
technical support and education to an area about the 
health benefits of soybeans. Once the infrastructure is 

established and a consistent market imports substantial 
quantities of soy from the U.S., the market is then 
transferred to the U.S. Soy Export Council (USSEC). 
Bangladesh is the first market transfer with the plans 
for Pakistan to transition in 2017. Bangladesh imported 
over 20 million bushels of U.S soybeans in 2015.

USSEC uses a global team of 130 members who 
work with numerous stakeholders including soybean 
farmers, exporters, agribusinesses, agricultural 
organization, researchers and government agencies, 
to build a brand and preference for U.S. soybeans.

WISHH and USSEC, each partially funded by 
soybean growers through their checkoff dollars, 
continue to leave a footprint and expand the global 
soybean market, benefiting all U.S. soybean farmers, 
including Michigan.
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green Fair renovation 
winners

By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director

Congratulations to Midland County Fair and 
Monroe County Fair as the 2016 winners of 
the Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee 

Green Fair Renovations reimbursement program; a 
competitive program offering each fair a 50:50 match 
up to $20,000.

Midland County Fair will be using the funds to 
refurbish a building using soy-based foam insulation, 
paneling and paint. “The Midland Fairgrounds is excited 
to expand the use of soy products on the grounds,” 
says Trish Steele, manager. “The building renovation 
will help us better utilize the building in our community 
and extend the life of the structure.”

Monroe County Fair will be using the funds to 
repaint their stockyard with soy-based paint. “The 
Monroe County Fair Association is excited to be a grant 
recipient,” says Warren Siebarth, manager, “and, we 
look forward continuing to make our environment 
greener!”

The Green Fair Renovations reimbursement 
program is funded by the Michigan soybean farmers 
through their checkoff dollars.

  

The mission of the Michigan Soybean Promotion Com-
mittee is to manage checkoff resources to increase 
return on investment for Michigan soybean farmers 
while enhancing sustainable soybean production.
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By: Gail Frahm, Executive Director

Master Farmer Award

longtiMe soybean leader 
earns Master FarMer 

award

When Richard “Andy” Welden began his 
journey with Michigan’s soybean industry 
in 2000, little did he know how long that 

journey would be, in addition to his countless areas of 
involvement with the soybean industry and agriculture 
in general.

At his Jonesville home in Hillsdale County, Welden’s 
farm has been in the family for four generations. He 
grew up being an active member of his family’s farm 
and enjoys the outdoors. Andy’s fondness towards our 
planet’s natural resources serves as the foundation for 
his lifelong works and bonds his strong connection to 
agriculture.

As a teenager, Andy spent time outside working with 
his father being exposed to the many different activities 
and skills still needed today to be a successful farmer. 
He was active in 4-H and Jonesville’s FFA Chapter. His 
parent’s love and support provided Andy opportunities 
to start his own farm projects. After graduating from 
Jonesville High School, Andy went on to attend and 
graduate from Michigan State University’s College of 
Agriculture. Andy began farming fulltime in 1973.

His spirit is the backbone to his lifelong drive to 
build, expand and develop his farm. Andy purchased 
and rented more and more farmland, upgraded to 
newer and bigger equipment, and sacrificed in other 
areas so his family and farm could prosper. Andy 
enjoys plowing the fruits from his labor back into his 
farm and reinvesting into the next project. Andy’s 
individual drive supported expansion and continuous 

growth. Andy is a natural do-it-yourselfer and enjoys 
being the operator.

Early in his career, Andy did a lot of custom farming 
and helped neighbors who were experiencing financial 
hardship during the 80s. In addition to conventional 
corn and soybeans, Andy has raised specialty beans, 
food-grade beans, popcorn and white corn on their 
family’s 1,700 acre farm.

Andy is recognized as a leader in farmland 
stewardship and conservation management. Andy tills 
a field when necessary, but looks for ways to minimize 
tillage while maintaining healthy soil conditions. He 
has enrolled multiple acres into filter strips, buffer 
zones, CRP, grass waterways, etc. His farm has several 
miles of drainage systems designed for catching and 
controlling surface water run-off. Andy has planted 
thousands of trees in designated areas. Andy was 
previously recognized as “Conservationist of the 
Year” for his work and past farmland and wildlife 
management projects.

Due to the sandy texture of many of Andy’s soils, 
he has installed and wisely operated many center 
pivot irrigation systems. He has been a pioneer in the 
irrigation management area to conserve water use 
while striving to optimize crop yields. On the other side, 
Andy has created and installed wetland enhancement 
systems and developed wetland projects in areas not 
suitable for crop production.

Over the course of Andy’s years with the soybean 
industry, he served on the Michigan Soybean 

I’ve learned as much from my children as they have from me. 
My goal was to be their mentor, not their boss. I have had my 
40 years. And as tough as it is to give up control of the land 
one has worked a lifetime to improve, if I have done a good 
job of mentoring the next generation, then I should have the 
confidence to get out of the way and let them manage. It may 
not be that I am a Master Farmer, but that I have helped make it 
possible for the next generation to be Master Farmers.

Andy Welden
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Association for a total of 15 years, the American 
Soybean Association for 10 years, and most recently 
served tenure on the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee with two years as vice-president and five as 
president. All of these positions also offered countless 
opportunities to serve on specialized committees 
such as corporate relations, membership, audit, trade 
policy and international affairs, public affairs, market 
development, freedom to operate, communication and 
production to name a few.

Andy also served on the World Initiative for Soy 
in Human Health (WISHH) committee for a six-year 
period with the last year as chair, the Soy Aquaculture 
Association (SAA) for two years, the Soy Transportation 
Coalition (STC) since 2013, and most recently he 
committed to being Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee’s representative on the United States 
Soybean Export Council (USSEC).

Throughout his years of farming, Welden never 
lost his commitment to numerous local community 
organizations and school activities. Most notable 
from the community side, Andy has been a County 
Commissioner for 20 years.

Andy has always been a gracious volunteer – 
be it to travel to statewide, national or international 
meetings, to serve on sub-committees of the boards, 
volunteering to man soybean exhibit booths and recruit 
members into the MSA, Andy’s undying love of farming 
and taking advantage of every opportunity to promote 
it comes through.

Through the years, Andy has also served as a 
spokesperson on behalf of Michigan’s soybean farmers 
on radio, television, for magazines and in news 
releases. He and his family also are avid Facebook 
posters with pictures from their farming operation for 
followers to see and learn more about the farm. Andy 
has written several articles for the Michigan Soybean 
News, the statewide commodity specific publication 
which he was a strong supporter of since its beginning.

Most recently, Andy was interviewed by the MSPC 
for his sustainability efforts on the farm. He said, “We 
live here, too, and I think it’s important that we do our 
part to show it. The majority of the population is not 
directly involved in farming. That makes being involved 
in the community and open to answering questions 
about what we are doing here from an environmental 
responsibility perspective quite important.”

His next chapter will bring a new role on his farm. 
Andy is graciously taking steps to ensure the farm will 
prosper and continue for the next generation to come. 
He is allowing his children to take ownership and make 
more decisions. Andy is serving as a mentor and advisor 
for his children who are becoming more involved in the 
family business. This is all part of Andy’s leadership 
plan and another reason Andy Welden is deserving of 
being honored as a 2016 Master Farmer.

Left to right: Cresta Wright, Stuart Welden, 
Sallianne Gardner, Gene Gardner, Andy, Scott 

Welden, Kahle Welden, Mary Welden 
and Karle Welden 

Andy with Gail Frahm, MSPC Executive Director

Photos credit: Jennifer Kiel, Michigan Farmer
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recoMMendations For 
reducing soybean 

Production costs in 2016
By: Mike Staton, MSU Extension Soybean Educator

Soybean market prices are projected to be near the 
cost of production for the 2016-2017 marketing 
year. Because of this, soybean producers will 

need to increase efficiencies and reduce production 
costs. This article provides a list of recommendations 
from Michigan State University Extension for reducing 
soybean production costs without significantly affecting 
yields.

rotate Crops
Planting soybeans after soybeans will reduce your 

yield potential by 5% after the first year and by at 
least 10% the second year. In addition, long-term 
pests such as soybean cyst nematodes (SCN) and 
white mold are more likely to increase when soybeans 
are planted after soybeans.

reduCe or eliMinate tillage operations
Tillage trials conducted across the U.S. have shown 

that tillage does not significantly affect soybean yield. 
In some cases, no-till yields were higher than tilled 
yields. If your fields are relatively level and free from 
harvest ruts and your planting equipment is equipped 
to plant through the existing residue, consider planting 
the field without additional tillage. This will save $10 
to $15 per acre. Tillage operations may be necessary 
to repair harvest ruts prior to planting and may be 
beneficial when planting very early (last week of April).

seleCt HigH-yielding and pest resistant 
varieties

Variety selection is always your most important 
decision when planting soybeans. By choosing varieties 
carefully, you can increase your yield potential by 
five to ten bushels per acre and reduce yield losses 
due to white mold, sudden death syndrome (SDS), 
Phytophthora root and stem rot and SCN without any 
additional cost.

plant soybeans early
Numerous planting date comparisons have shown 

that the optimum time to plant soybeans is the first 
week of May. Yield losses of 0.3 to 0.6 bushels per 
acre have been documented for each day that planting 
is delayed after May 8. Again, this practice increases 
yields without any additional cost.

reduCe planting rates
In general, most agronomists agree that 100,000 

relatively uniformly spaced plants at harvest will 
produce the maximum economic return under most 
conditions. This could justifiably be increased to 
120,000 plants per acre to build in a buffer for adverse 
conditions and to increase peace of mind. In northern 
Michigan where maturity group I varieties are planted, 
the target harvest populations should be between 
125,000 and 140,000 plants per acre. Under ideal 
conditions, planting rates should be approximately 
20% higher than your intended harvest populations. 
Additional information is available online at: http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/news/soybean_seeding_rate_
recommendations.

apply liMe based on soil test results
Soybeans will generally perform well at soil pH 

levels between 6.0 and 7.0. However, the optimal 
range is between 6.3 and 6.5 as this range maximizes 
nutrient availability and biological nitrogen fixation 
while minimizing SCN population growth. Variable rate 
lime applications are highly recommended. Additional 
information on managing soil pH for soybeans is 
available online at: http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/
managing_soil_ph_for_optimal_soybean_production.
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don’t apply nitrogen fertilizer

Hundreds of university trials have shown that 
nitrogen fertilizer applications to soybeans are rarely 
profitable. The potential for a profitable response 
increases in very high-yielding environments (> 68 
bushels per acre).

don’t apply foliar fertilizers
Foliar fertilizer applications to soybeans are rarely 

profitable. This has been demonstrated in hundreds 
of university trials conducted across the U.S. and also 
locally in the Michigan foliar fertilizer trials, (http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/news/foliar_fertilizer_applications_
to_soybeans_are_rarely_profitable). The one 
exception is when foliar applications of manganese 
fertilizers are made to correct visible manganese 
deficiency symptoms.

apply pHospHorus (p) and potassiuM 
(k) fertilizers as needed to Maintain 
CritiCal soil test levels

The critical level for a given nutrient is the soil 
test level at which 95% to 97% of the crop’s yield 
potential will be reached with no additional inputs 
of the nutrient. The critical level for P is 15 ppm 
and the maintenance range for soybeans is 15 ppm, 
so P soil test levels should be maintained between 
15 and 30 ppm. The critical K level is calculated by 
multiplying the cation exchange capacity (CEC) by 2.5 
and adding 75. For example, the critical K level for a 
soil having a CEC of 12 meq/100g is 105 ppm [(12 x 
2.5) + 75]. The maintenance range for soybeans is 
30 ppm, so the K soil test level for this soil should be 
maintained between 105 ppm and 135 ppm. Additional 
information on managing P and K is available online 
at: http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/phosphorus_and_
potassium_fertilizer_recommendations_for_high_
yielding_profi.

apply seed treatMents only wHen 
warranted

Soybean seed treatments (fungicides, insecticides, 
inoculants and nematicides) have produced 
inconsistent yield benefits in university trials. However, 
they may be warranted when pest problems such as 
soybean cyst nematodes or Phytophthora root rot have 
been verified or when planting conditions favor pest 
damage. Examples of such planting conditions include: 
early planting (Pythium and SDS), planting into grass 
sods (white grubs and wireworms) and when manure 
or green plant material has been incorporated within 
two weeks of planting (seedcorn maggot).

Consider eliMinating foliar fungiCide 
appliCations unless field and weatHer 
Conditions are favorable for wHite 
Mold

Prophylactic foliar fungicide applications have 
produced modest yield increases in Michigan. Stratego 
YLD was evaluated in nine on-farm trials in 2012 
and 2013 producing an average yield increase of 
1.5 bushels per acre. Priaxor increased yields by 2.1 
bushels per acre when averaged across 21 on-farm 
trials conducted in 2014 and 2015. These yield 
increases are not sufficient to cover product and 
application costs given the projected market prices. 
Foliar fungicides applied to control or suppress white 
mold have produced mixed results in university trials 
with the disease incidence being reduced by 0 to 60 
percent.

seleCt and apply HerbiCides to MaxiMize 
weed Control and MiniMize Crop daMage

The MSU Weed Science Program at http://www.
msuweeds.com/ evaluates commercially available 
weed control programs each year. The most profitable 
weed control programs year in and year out provide 
the highest level of weed control and minimize crop 
injury. The cost of the weed control programs is also 
considered, but this does not affect overall profitability 
as much as the level of weed control and crop injury.

Reducing production costs and improving efficiency will help soybean producers 
respond to the projected market prices.

Mike Staton
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sHould you consider 
reducing soybean Planting 

rates For 2016?
By: Mark Seamon, Research Coordinator and 

Mike Staton, MSU Extension Soybean Educator

There is a growing body of evidence supporting 
lower soybean planting rates. The extent to 
which you can cut your planting rates depends 

on several factors including current planting rates, 
planting equipment, residue management practices, 
soil conditions and seed treatments.

A 2013 and 2014 research project funded by MSPC 
and conducted by Missy Bauer of B&M Consulting in 
south-central Michigan evaluated several soybean 
planting rates including both standard rates and 
variable rates with changes across management zones. 
The strategy for establishing the variable rates was to 
use high populations in marginal producing areas and 
use low populations in the more productive areas of 
the field. The variable rates ranged from 105,000 to 
200,000 seeds per acre with five rates that adjusted 
on-the-go with site specific technology on the planter. 
These variable rates were compared to standard 
seeding rates of 125,000, 170,000 and 215,000 seeds 
per acre. All six of the sites were planted with large-
scale, grower-owned equipment in 15 inch 
row spacing.

Yield analysis of the six trials (three sites per year 
in two years) showed the highest average yields to 
come from the variable rate system in five cases, 
while one site showed the highest yield coming from 
the standard population of 125,000 seeds per acre. 
Economic analysis was consistent with the yield 
analysis in that the variable rate systems provided 
the highest net income per acre while the 125,000 
standard rate provided a return close to the variable 
rates and higher than the other two standard rates.

This two-year study is consistent with other trial 
results in Michigan and in other north-central states 
which show that many soybean growers can reduce 
seeding populations without reducing yields and 
increase net income due to the reduction of seed cost.

Additional information regarding soybean planting 
rates was generated in Michigan by the SMaRT project. 
On-farm planting rate trials were conducted in 2011, 
2012 and 2015. Four planting rates were evaluated at 
seven locations in 2011 and 2012 (120,000, 140,000, 

Photos credit: 
United Soybean Board
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160,000 and 180,000 seeds per acre). The yields 
produced by the four planting rates were essentially 
equal when all seven locations were averaged 
together. Therefore, the lower populations were the 
most profitable. In both 2011 and 2012, the final 
plant stands were approximately 20% lower than the 
targeted planting rates.

In 2015, we designed our planting rate trials to 
evaluate the effects of low planting rates on soybean 
yields and income. To accomplish this, four planting 
rates (80,000, 100,000, 130,000, and 160,000) were 
evaluated at ten locations and the highest three planting 
rates were evaluated at one location. The results from 
the individual trials were mixed. The highest planting 
rate produced the highest yield at three locations, but 
produced the lowest yield at two locations. Each of 
the lowest three planting rates produced the highest 
yield in three separate trials. When all of the locations 
were combined, the yields produced by the highest 
three planting rates were essentially equal, and they 
were only 1.8 bushels per acre higher than the yields 
of the 80,000 seeds per acre rate. Again, the lowest 
two planting rates were the most profitable in 2015. 
Ideal planting conditions and the wide use of seed 
treatments led to excellent plant stands in the 2015 
trials. Final plant stands were approximately only 13% 
lower than the targeted planting rates.

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin also 
conducted planting rate trials in 2012 and 2013. In 
this study, planting rates that produced final plant 
stands greater than 100,000 plants per acre had the 
highest yields. More specifically, an initial seeding rate 
of 120,000 seeds per acre produced similar yields as a 
seeding rate of 140,000 seeds per acre. Seeding rates 

of less than 100,000 seeds per acre produced lower 
yields in this study.

These three bodies of research all support lower 
planting rates. In the past, producers have relied on 
higher planting rates to achieve better weed control. 
However, increasing adoption of pre-emergence 
herbicides and effective applications of post-
emergence herbicide programs has provided adequate 
weed control in reduced plant stands. An additional 
benefit that has been evaluated in white mold research 
trials is that lower populations reduce the incidence 
of white mold. This occurs through the increase in 
airflow and soil drying where the crop canopy is less 
dense and delayed in closing rows. Plant pathologists 
have found that white mold can be spread from plant 
to plant where they are contacting each other. Lower 
plant populations reduce the number of sites where 
the plants are touching each other thereby reducing 
the spread of the disease. In fact, research has shown 
that reduced plant populations are more effective 
at reducing white mold than the use of wider row 
spacings.

Caution should be used as a grower’s experience in 
his or her own fields is critical to avoid problems as we 
get close to the low end of soybean populations which 
will reduce yield at some point. Challenging conditions 
at planting and/or before emergence can reduce stand 
counts and should be considered when choosing a 
planting population.

Photos credit: Mike Staton
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The third annual Great Lakes 
Crop Summit was held 
January 27-28 in Mount 

Pleasant. The two-day program was 
packed full of timely information 
important to Michigan field crop 
producers. Over 900 farmers and 
agribusiness personnel attended the two-day event. 
The premier winter educational program is organized 
by the soybean, corn and wheat commodity checkoff 
groups in the state.

Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee (MSPC) 
board member and soybean grower Steve Koeman of 
Hamilton commented, “The program continues to get 
better every year and includes many presentations and 
contacts that will help on my farm in the coming year.”

The agenda included general session speakers on 
broad topics, breakout sessions with more specific 
topics and a large trade show with most major 
agribusinesses being represented. The general sessions 
included presentations on growing 500+ bushel corn 
from the national yield contest winner Randy Dowdy 
from Georgia, working through generational issues in 
a farm business by Jolene Brown, a farmer from Iowa, 
and the public perception of food issues by Terry Fleck 
of The Center for Food Integrity based in Missouri.

A couple of soybean specific 
topics were presented in breakout 
sessions including:

• Maximizing soybean demand  
 through exports and new uses,

• Population management for  
 high-yielding soybeans, and 

• Understanding the yield components that drive 
soybean yields.
As an added opportunity for involvement and 

convenience, the Michigan Soybean Association (MSA) 
and Michigan Corn Growers Association (MCGA) 
held their annual meetings during the summit. Dave 
Williams, MSA president, remarked, “This arrangement 
is really valuable to the associations as well as members 
in conducting business, connecting with other farmers 
and using our time away from the farm wisely.”

The results of the 2015 Michigan Soybean Yield 
Contest were announced during the lunch program 
with winners in seven categories who produced 
excellent yields with the highest yield exceeding 100 
bushels per acre. See pages 14-17 for details of the 
winning farmers.

Plans for continuing this successful program in 
2017 are already being made. Watch for details and 
plan to attend.

2016 great lakes 
croP suMMit

By: Mark Seamon, Research Coordinator
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 

NOW!
The 2017 

Great Lakes 

Crop Summit 

will be 

January 25-26 

at the Soaring 

Eagle Casino 

& Resort in 

Mt. Pleasant, 

Michigan.

2016 Summit Wrap-Up
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cHeckoFF-Funded 
Production researcH 

Projects include 
critical issues

By: Mark Seamon, Research Coordinator

The annual process of soliciting research 
proposals, reviewing, revising and making 
funding decisions has been accomplished 

over the winter by the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee (MSPC). Soybean production experts have 
submitted proposals to conduct research on critical 
issues including pest management, soybean breeding, 
new technology development and cropping systems 
management. As research coordinator, I work with the 
grower directors to determine the projects which are 
most valuable to the Michigan soybean industry.

The proposed research projects for 2016 included 
requests for nearly $800,000. There were twenty-five 
projects proposed.

This program to fund production research is the 
largest single project of the MSPC’s budget annually 
and gets careful attention to be sure that the funds are 
utilized prudently.

As of this writing, final funding decisions have not 
been made, but they should be complete by the time of 
printing. Watch future issues of the Michigan Soybean 
News for a list of funded projects.

Feel free to contact me at 989.652.3294 with any 
questions or comments about your soybean checkoff 
investment in production research projects.

NEW Soybean Website

The Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee is pleased to announce our new website at www.
michigansoybean.org. The website will feature a calendar of events, best management practices and up-
to-date information regarding the Michigan soybean industry. Visit our new website and also like us on 

Facebook at Facebook.com/MichiganSoybean/.

www.MicHigansoybean.org
By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director
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researcH results sHared 
tHrougHout tHe winter

By: Mark Seamon, Research Coordinator

Research Results Shared

The Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee 
joined with MSU, MSU Extension, Michigan 
Wheat Program and Corn Marketing Program 

of Michigan to offer day-long educational programs 
to share relevant research results in field crop 
production this winter; Pest and Crop Management 
Update for Field Crop Producers and Agronomists. 
These programs were offered in six locations across 
the state and were very well attended. Topics specific 
to soybeans included insecticide seed treatment of 
soybeans, soybean disease management (white mold, 
sudden death syndrome and seedling diseases), weed 
control in soybeans and fertility management. Results 
of the on-farm research trials of the SMaRT (Soybean 
Management and Research Technology) program were 
also shared.

In addition to the above programs, the SMaRT 
program conducted an additional four meetings 
to share results of their on-farm research trials, a 
summary of data collected in the soybean yield contest 
and insecticide seed treatments. Another important 
role of these programs is to collect grower input into 
the trials to be conducted in 2016. Many of the trials 
to be included this year will come from farmer input 
at these meetings. Many farmer cooperators are also 
identified as a result of being intrigued by previous 
trials and interested in new projects. If you have 
interest in being a farmer cooperator, contact me at 
989.652.3294.
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direCtor perspeCtive 
froM dennis gardner

As a Dad and husband, 
being away from family at 
any time is never the right 
time. Saying that, it was a 
great experience to meet and 
get to know other farmers 
throughout the U.S. We were 
encouraged to do what most of us don’t like to do, 
get out of our comfort zones. We need to tell our farm 
stories to people not always in our farming circle, but 
outside in order to educate them. Not in a debate, 
but getting people engaged in what we do. Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter need to be part of our opera-
tions.

The SLC is a great annual event to be a part of. If 
you have the opportunity or are interested in being a 
voice in farming, I encourage you to attend.

staff perspeCtive froM 
katHy Maurer

This was my second year 
for the SLC. I always come 
back with great ideas and 
enthusiasm for our industry. 
The main theme this year 
was farmers need to tell their 
story. It needs to be authentic 

and told with emotion. If farmers don’t tell their story 
someone else will and they may not tell the story 
farmers want. By sharing what happens on your farm 
it gives people with no association to farming a point of 
reference and the realization that farmers are people 
and share the same values — have the same concerns 
as everyone else. Get involved with social media and 
tell your story because no one can do it better than 
you.

For me, networking is one of the important aspects 
of SLC. I am able to connect with counterparts in other 
states to learn what they are doing.

Soybean Leadership College

soybean leadersHiP 
college 2016

By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director

The 15th annual Soybean Leadership College (SLC) was held in Orlando, Florida, January 5-7. It was 
sponsored by BASF, United Soybean Board, Farm Credit Services and 19 state soybean checkoffs and 
associations.

The SLC offered a variety of topics. Sharing your story was important with ideas of how to put together 
effective stories. Know your audience and step outside of your comfort zone. Volunteer to speak to local groups 
about your farming operation. Help your neighbors understand what is happening on the farm and explain what 
it is you do to keep your farm safe and sustainable. 

You can:
• Reach out through social media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, Periscope, Reddit, blogging, 

etc. 
• Set up a farm website – there are many easy to use tools that can get you up and running in no time.
• Share YouTube videos of your operation and explain how certain practices benefit your farm.
• Be creative; show you have sense of humor.
• Let people know you are a person. Share your hobbies.
Agriculture is under attack from special interest groups who are giving false information. People don’t 

respond to facts but to emotion. Spitting out data is not effective in countering fear and scare tactics. By all of 
us sharing our stories, we will show transparency in agriculture and benefit the industry across the board.
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By: Lisa Pedderson, MEG Corp

biodiesel-boosting tHe 
FarMer’s bottoM line

It’s an exciting time of year. Another winter has 
passed and planting season is upon you once 
again. As you make preparations to get out in the 

fields, consider utilizing a biodiesel blend this season. 
Biodiesel is widely available in Michigan. Odds are, 
biodiesel blends up to B20 (20% biodiesel blended 
into ULSD) are offered upon request from your current 
fuel distributor, so be sure to ask. Aside from biodiesel 
being good for your equipment by adding tremendous 
lubricity to today’s ultra-low sulfur diesel, keeping 
injectors and fuel systems clean and reducing harmful 
emissions; the latest figures indicate the biodiesel 
industry contributing a minimum of 63 cents to the 
price of a bushel of soybeans. That means biodiesel is 
adding $27,279 profit to a 1,000-acre soybean farm. 
While the price of soybeans has dropped in recent 
years, consider that soybeans and wheat, which have 
similar yields, used to sell at the same price. Since the 
biodiesel industry has taken off, the price for soybeans 
is close to double the price of wheat.

Whether you decide to use a biodiesel blend or 
petroleum diesel, you must take some steps to ensure 
your fuel is ready. Preventative maintenance has 
already been performed on your equipment. 

But what about the fuel that actually makes that 
equipment go? What steps can be taken to assure 
trouble-free performance? Let’s take a look at some 
basics of fuel system maintenance.

storage tank fuel MaintenanCe
• Check tank for water prior to your spring fuel 

delivery. If water is present have it removed 
immediately.

• Check all hoses, fill caps, vents and seals. 
Check for cracks or leaks.

• Install a new large capacity 30 micron paper 
pleat dispenser filter. This will help keep 
contaminants from reaching your equipment, 
and will also allow fuel to flow easily during a 
cold spell.

One last thing … always remember to top off your 
equipment fuel tanks to eliminate headspace. By doing 
this, you reduce the amount of air in the tank which, 
in turn, will reduce the chance of getting moisture-
related fuel trouble as well as reducing the risk of 
oxidation. If you do encounter a fuel-related issue, 
please call the diesel helpline at 800.929.3437 and a 
fuel quality technician will walk you through the steps 
to troubleshoot the issue.

Biodiesel ...... Just ask for it!

Biodiesel is a renewable, locally grown and 
environmentally friendly fuel. 

Biodiesel pricing is very competitive with straight 
No. 2 diesel. 

Biodiesel is out there. Ask your fuel distributor to 
carry it!

For technical questions about 
using biodiesel blends, call 
MEG Corp Fuel Consulting at 
800.929.3437.
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It’s 2016. We begin a new year with 
renewal and hope for a better year 
than the prior year. Let’s take a look 

back at 2015 …
2015 began with Governor Snyder 

being sworn in for his second term 
and expanded Republican majorities in 
both the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. The Tea Party exercised 
its muscles and attempted to set the 
legislative agenda. 2015 also began with 
new leadership in both chambers as 
Kevin Cotter took the helm as Speaker of the House 
and Arlan Meekhoff took the reigns as Senate Majority 
Leader.

The legislature tackled reforming the Michigan 
Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) 
the first half of the year. After numerous workgroup 
discussions which spanned over several months, 
agriculture interest groups jockeying for power, and a 
fight over fees, the work was completed.

MAEAP emphasizes maintaining a high level 
of environmental stewardship and recognizes the 
challenges that participants must sustain to receive 
a MAEAP certification. More than 10,000 additional 
farms across the state have begun working on 
MAEAP and implementing conservation practices and, 
under the new reforms, will be recognized for their 
efforts through the MAEAP verification process tiered 
recognition system.

In May, Michigan voters turned down Proposal 
1 by historic margins. Prop 1 provided funding for 
Michigan’s crumbling transportation infrastructure and 
would have pumped more than $1 billion into our roads 
and bridges. With the overwhelming defeat of Prop 1, 
the legislature was forced to go back to the drawing 
board to find funding for our roads and bridges.

Shortly after the legislature began their summer 
recess, the Michigan Soybean Association (MSA) and 
Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee (MSPC) 
held the first ever Legislative Outreach Farm Tour, or 
LOFT. MSA President Dave Williams hosted LOFT on 
his farm and discussions covered the contributions the 
soybean industry makes to Michigan’s economy, how 
soybean farmers use MAEAP to be good environmental 
stewards, the importance of transportation funding, 
and many others.

LOFT was attended by Rep. Joel 
Johnson, numerous legislative staff, a 
representative of Congressman John 
Moolenaar, and officials with the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development.

In September the legislature returned 
to work after the summer recess but was 
confronted by scandal. It was revealed 
that two Tea Party legislators had an 
affair and used taxpayer resources to 
cover it up. After a brief investigation, 

one Representative resigned in disgrace and the other 
was expelled by the House. The expulsion was the 
first in nearly 30 years and a first for a woman to be 
expelled.

After dispatching with the expulsion of two House 
members, the legislature turned to the work of crafting 
a transportation funding solution. With the defeat of 
Proposal 1 casting a shadow over the discussions, the 
legislature created a combination of fuel tax, vehicle 
registration, and other fee increases to generate 
additional money for our roads and bridges.

As 2015 came to a close, the Soybean 
Transportation Coalition sought the assistance of MSA 
and MSPC in partnering with the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT). The interest is in ensuring 
our bridges are in good condition so that we may get 
our goods to market without needless delays because 
of unusable bridges. Your soybean team met with 
MDOT Director Kirk Steudle and discussions continue 
with MDOT staff on how best to move forward.

2016 is an election year with the House of 
Representatives standing for election. Currently the 
Republicans hold a solid majority, but most pundits 
expect the Democrats to either narrow that margin 
or possibly gain a majority. Policy wise the legislature 
is expected to tackle issues such as energy reform, 
drafting the next fiscal year’s budget, auto no-fault 
insurance reform, international market development 
and a variety of other issues.

This past year has been filled with activity ranging 
from protecting soybean farmers during the MAEAP 
reforms, raising the industry profile with legislators 
with the first ever LOFT, and securing transportation 
funding so that our infrastructure can be repaired 
and we can effectively get our product to market. 
2016 holds promise for additional policy and electoral 
changes.

By: Michael Frederick, The Frederick Group

governMent aFFairs news
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HigH oleic soybeans and 
MicHigan aquaculture

By: Dave Williams, MSA President

The oil that comes from 
high oleic soybeans and 
the market for them has 

been evolving over the past 
few years. High oleic oil is the 
healthy, sustainably produced 
oil that was funded, in part, 
by your checkoff dollars, 
money which was invested by 
the United Soybean Board (USB). Your 
soybean checkoff provides funding for 
research, development and promotion 
which helps create demand for U.S. soy 
here and around the world. Demand 
adds to your bottom line – even though 
the price you receive for soybeans today 
isn’t what it was a couple of years ago. 
I can’t imagine what it would be without 
this behind the scenes effort. High 
oleic is helping us now and will keep us 
competitive into the future.

Aquaculture is another area funded by the 
checkoff. Seafood farming is more prevalent in other 
parts of the world and is supported, in part, by the 
United States Soybean Export Council (USSEC), which 
is funded by USB, the American Soybean Association 
(ASA), state checkoffs like the Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee (MSPC) and the Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS). USSEC has a network of 
international offices that provides hands on technical 
and educational support using U.S. soy in feed, 
aquaculture and human consumption. USSEC recently 
conducted an educational meeting in Mexico which 
soybean leaders from around the world attended. This 
meeting provided an opportunity for participants to 
share and learn about the latest developments and 
technology in aquaculture.

Over 90%, $14 billion, of the seafood eaten in 
the U.S. is imported, which is the largest food item in 
our national trade deficit. This fact points to a growth 
opportunity for Michigan soy. Aquaculture can use up 
to 55% soybean meal. The U.S. has strength in feed 
ingredient production, aquaculture research, food 
safety, environmental standards and technological 
innovation.

Michigan is surrounded by 
more than 20% of the world’s 
fresh water. Fifty years ago, 
Michigan decided that the lakes 
should be used for recreational 
fishing, and they were stocked 
with Pacific salmon. “Great 
Lakes wild fishery is in a 
state of general collapse,” 

according to Dan Vogler of the Michigan 
Aquaculture Association (MAA). “If we’re 
going to have fish available locally, it has 
to come from fish farms.”

There are opportunities to learn from 
existing operations to share knowledge 
of what works to achieve sustainable 
production that compliments other 
water usage and achieves sustainable 
outcomes. Canada has rainbow trout 
farms on their side of Lake Huron which 

have been there since 1988. Ontario currently licenses 
six operations with five more under review.

There is proposed aquaculture legislation in 
the Michigan legislature – both for and against the 
practice. Opponents claim it’s a threat to the Great 
Lakes. Supporters point out the potential of it being a 
$1 billion industry in Michigan. Senate bill 681 provides 
for up to ten water-based aquaculture facilities over 
the next five years. The bill also provides for the 
implementation of a formal regulatory structure 
to oversee the aquaculture facilities. The bill’s 
language stipulates that the facility would not prevent 
reasonable navigation or recreational use and that the 
facilities would be restricted to relatively low-use areas 
outside of harbors and channels. You should consider 
this legislation as part of a pilot program to see how 
aquaculture can be done sustainably in Michigan.

I urge you to contact your senator and 
representative and tell them you support aquaculture 
in Michigan. The benefit from increased use of Michigan 
soy in aquaculture can be huge, as worldwide demand 
for seafood increases and U.S. meat consumption 
decreases.

Photos credit: 
Joseph L. Murphy,

Iowa Soybean
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April is the month to learn 
how soyfoods can fit 
into your daily lifestyle. 

To celebrate April’s National 
Soyfoods Month, the Soyfoods 
Association of North America – 
with the help of the Michigan 
Soybean Promotion Committee 
– is showing consumers how 
versatile the mighty soybean 
is – packed with high quality 
protein and produced in an 
earth-friendly way.

The long awaited 2015 
Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans are out and soy-based foods and beverages 
appear throughout the recommended food groups, 
healthy eating patterns and simple shifts. These 
guidelines suggest consumers enjoy more plant-
based proteins in combination with animal proteins or 
by themselves. Choose a healthy eating pattern that 
includes:

• A variety of vegetables from all of the 
subgroups — dark green, red and orange, 
legumes (beans and peas), starchy and other

• Fruits, especially whole fruits
• Grains, at least half of which are whole grains
• Fat-free or low-fat dairy, including milk, yogurt, 

cheese and/or fortified soy beverages
• A variety of protein foods including seafood, 

lean meats and poultry, eggs, legumes (beans 
and peas), and nuts, seeds and soy products

• Oils

“All plant proteins are not 
created equally. It’s important 
for consumers to understand 
the differences between 
them as more products hit 
the grocery store shelves,” 
said Nancy Chapman MPH, 
RD, executive director of the 
Soyfoods Association of North 
America. “Soy is the only plant 
protein that is highly digestible 
and comparable to beef, milk, 
fish and egg protein in terms of 
protein quality.  The complete 
protein also has several other 
benefits when compared to 

other plant-based foods.” Like animal protein, a 
complete protein has all nine essential amino acids in 
the ratios needed for human growth and health.

Other benefits of the Mighty Soybean include:
• Environmentally Friendly: In terms of sustainability, 

soy uses fewer natural resources such as water 
and land than any other protein. Soybeans 
offer 941 pounds of protein per acre of land. 
On average, land requirements for meat-
protein production are ten times greater than 
for plant-protein production. 

• Heart Healthy: Soy is a lean protein and 
contains less saturated fat than most 
other protein sources and naturally has no 
cholesterol. It is the only protein recognized 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for 
its role in reducing cardiovascular disease. 

By: Amanda Prince, Communication Assistant, 
Soyfoods Association of North America

tHe MigHty soybean sHines 
as consuMers enjoy More 

soy Protein Foods
Soy’s versatility to be celebrated during April’s National 

Soyfoods Month
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• Best for Kids: Soymilk is the only 

dairy alternative that meets 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
child nutrition requirements for 
protein, calcium, vitamins A and 
D and potassium.

Throughout the month of April, 
the Mighty Soybean will be promoted 
in supermarkets across the U.S. via 
cooking demonstrations, coupons, 
in-store displays, discounts and recipes. 
The Soyfoods Association will also be 
encouraging consumers to share how the 
Mighty Soybean fits in their family meals 
online at soyfoodsmonth.org, facebook.
com/SoyfoodsAssociation and pinterest.
com/soyfoods.

The versatility of soyfoods is evident 
in the brands and organizations that 
sponsor National Soyfoods Month. 
Industry partners include: DuPont 
Nutrition and Health; House Foods tofu; 
Silk soymilk and dairy alternatives; 
SOYJOY whole soy and fruit bars; 
Sunrich Naturals edamame; Yves meat 
alternatives; and the Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee, United Soybean 
Board, Kansas Soybean Commission, and 
Maryland Soybean Board.

For more information about April’s 
National Soyfoods Month, including 
myth-busting facts, nutrition information, 
tips, and endless possibilities for recipes, 
please visit soyfoodsmonth.org.

Soy and Health

Photo credit:
United Soybean Board
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Moline Coop, Moline
Peaceful Road Farm Products Inc.,

Hopkins

arenaC
The Andersons - ABG, Standish
Turner Bean & Grain, Turner

bay
ADM Edible Bean Specialties, Inc.,  
     Pinconning
Gavilon, Bay City
Ittner Bean & Grain Inc., Auburn
The Andersons, Auburn

CalHoun
Andersons-Grain Division, 

Albion
Citizens LLC, Battle Creek
Hoffman Ag Service LTD, Marshall
Voyces Elevator Inc., East Leroy

Cass
Community Mills Inc., Cassopolis

Clinton
Great Lakes Hybrids Inc., Ovid
Jury Commodities LLC, St. Johns
Mathews Elevator, Fowler
Ovid Farmer’s Elevator, Ovid
Westphalia Milling Co., St. Johns

eaton
Citizens LLC, Charlotte
Eaton Farm Bureau Co-op, 

Charlotte

gratiot
Crop Production Service & MAC, 

Breckenridge
Hirschman Grain LLC, Ithaca
Hogle Trucklines Inc., Perrinton
MAC, Breckenridge
MAC, Middleton
Mid Michigan Specialty Crops, 

Ithaca

gratiot Continued
Shaffer Farms, Alma
The Anderson’s Grain, 

Middleton

Hillsdale
Litchfield Grain Co., Litchfield
Prattville Fertilizer & Grain Inc.,

Pittsford
The Andersons, Reading
Waldron Grain & Fuel Co., Waldron

Huron
Cooperative Elevator Co., Ruth
Cooperative Elevator Co., 

Sebewaing
Farmer’s Coop Grain Co., Kinde
Star of the West Milling Co., 

Bad Axe

ingHaM
Cremer Farm Center, Williamston
DF Seeds Inc., Dansville
Jorgensen Farm Elevator, 

Williamston
Leslie Farm Center, Leslie
MAC, Lansing
Mason Elevator Co., Mason

ionia
Caledonia Farmers Elevator, 

Lake Odessa
Gallagher Farms, Belding
Musgrove Grain LLC, Lake Odessa

isabella
Brown Milling Inc., Mt. Pleasant
Hauck Seed Farm, Mt. Pleasant
Shepherd Elevator, Shepherd

jaCkson
Commodity Exchange Inc., 

Grass Lake
Springport Elevator Inc., Springport

kalaMazoo
Battle Creek Farm Bureau Assn., 

Climax

kent
Caledonia Farmer’s Elevator, 

Caledonia

lenawee
Britton Elevator Inc., Britton
Kimerer Farms, Britton
MAC, Blissfield
MAC, Jasper
Penn Acres, Clinton
Witt Seed Farm, Jasper

livingston
Lott Elevator Inc., Cohoctah
M & W Seeds, Eaton Rapids
Maleitzke Trucking LLC, Fowlerville

MaCoMb
Armada Grain Co., Armada
Esper Grain LLC, Lenox

Mason
Acres Cooperative, Scottville

Midland
Simons, E.R. Co., Coleman

Missaukee
Falmouth Cooperative, Falmouth

Monroe
Ida Farmer’s Co-op, Ida
Masserant’s Feed & Grain, Newport
Maybee Farmers Inc., Maybee
Ottawa Lake Coop, Ottawa Lake

newaygo
MAC, Newaygo
North Central Co-op, Fremont

    MarcH - grain elevator   



The Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee would like 
to thank the Michigan grain elevators for all they do for 

soybean farmers and agriculture.

ottawa
Farmer’s Coop Elevator, 

Hudsonville
Ionia Grain, LLC, Allendale
Ionia Grain, LLC, Allendale
Zeeland Farm Service Inc., 

Zeeland

saginaw
Freeland Bean & Grain, 

Freeland
Gasper Farms Elevator, 

Chesaning
Gavilon, Carrollton
Star of the West Milling Co., 

Frankenmuth
Star of the West Milling Co., 

Gera
The Andersons, Oakley
The Andersons, Hemlock

sanilaC
Helena Chemical Company, 

Croswell
MAC, Brown City
MAC, Marlette

sHiawassee
CPS, Henderson
Durand Feed & Grain, Durand
Harvest Mills Inc., Durand
Morning Star Grain LLC, 

Lennon
Zmitko Farms, Owosso

st. Clair
Star of the West Milling, 

Emmet
Vogelsberg Grain Co., Yale
Wittstock Bros., Allenton

st. josepH
Andersons Division, 
    White Pigeon
Michiana Agra LLC, 

Constantine

tusCola
ADM Edible Bean Specialties 

Inc., Reese
Bierlein Seed Inc., Reese
Cooperative Elevator Co., 

Akron
Harrington Seeds Inc., Reese
Millington Elevator & Supply, 

Millington
Star of the West, Fairgrove
Star of the West-Gilford,  
    Reese
Star of the West Milling Co., 

Richville
Vita Plus, Gagetown

van buren
Cargill, Decatur

wasHtenaw
American Soy Products Inc., 

Saline
Chelsea Grain LLC, Chelsea
John Marion Inc., Saline
Vershum R & Sons Inc., Milan

  aPPreciation MontH
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2016 asa duPont young 
leaders begin training

By: Noelle Byerley, Executive Assistant

The 32nd class of American Soybean 
Association (ASA) DuPont Young 
Leaders recently began their leadership 

journey at DuPont Pioneer headquarters in 
Johnston, Iowa.

The Johnston training session was the first phase of 
a program designed to identify new and aspiring leaders 
and provide them with opportunities to enhance their 
skills and network with other growers. Representatives 
from 23 states and Canada participated in training that 
included educational and skill-building components.

“The ASA DuPont Young Leader program identifies 
and trains new and much needed leaders for the 
soybean industry,” said ASA President Wade Cowan 
(Texas). “The program provides training and helps 
them grow their peer network, which strengthens our 
industry and allows us to work collaboratively in our 
local, state and national organizations. This year’s 
class is exceptional; they’re engaged, talented and 
passionate about agriculture. The program continues 
to have an enormous impact on not only the soybean 
industry but all of agriculture.”

The 2016 ASA DuPont Young Leaders are: Brady 
Peek, Ala.; Derek Holden & Amanda Crangle, Ark.; 
Jeff and Dianne Barlow, Canada; Aaron & Melanie 
Thompson, Del.; Brian Ogletree, Ga.; Alan Hill, Ill.; 
John Wildermuth, Ind.; Ethon Smith, Iowa; Matthew 
Atkinson & Mary Ann Ross, Kan.; Ben & Katie 
Furnish, Ky.; Adam & Lindsey Hendricks, Ky.; Vincent 
Cannatella, La.; Nik Morris, La.; Mike Opificius, Mich.; 
Rodd & Jamie Beyer, Minn.; Taylor & Rebecca Tesch, 
Minn.; Paul Muirhead, Miss.; Andrew & Jennifer Lance, 
Mo.; John & Stephanie Thompson, Mo.; Wade Walters, 
Neb.; Brett Medlin, N.C.; Greg & Monica Gussiaas, 

N.D.; Luke Ryan, Ohio; Patrick Burch & Grace 
Walter, S.C.; Joshua & Kara Kayser, S.D.; Don 
Holbert, Tenn.; Brett Wightman, Va.; John 
Mills, Va.; and Rochelle & Evan Schnadt, Wis.

“It was a privilege to meet this year’s 
enthusiastic class of DuPont Young Leaders, who will 
take on the challenges and opportunities that face 
American agriculture,” said Steve Reno, vice president, 
regional business director – U.S. & Canada. “We look 
forward to watching them continue to develop their 
leadership skills throughout the remaining parts of the 
program.”

Michigan’s Young Leader, Mike Opificius, farms 
1,500 acres of corn, soybeans and sugar beets with 
his family in Capac. He completed the Agricultural 
Industries program in the Michigan State University 
Institute of Agricultural Technology and holds the young 
farmer chair for St. Clair County Farm Bureau. Mike’s 
goals for the family farm are to expand acreage and to 
improve drainage so each field can reach its full potential 
and to experiment with 
cover crops. 

ASA 2016 DuPont Young Leaders during the first 
phase of training at DuPont Pioneer headquarters 

in Johnston, Iowa.

2016 ASA DuPont Young Leader

Michigan’s 2016 
ASA DuPont 

Young Leader:
Mike Opificius of 

Capac

My experience with the DuPont Young 
Leader program has been great. I 
learned a lot in Johnston at our training 
and met many great young people from 
around the country,” stated Mike. “It is 
great to learn how to face our issues in 
agriculture with farmers not only from 
Michigan. I would say to anyone that 
has the opportunity to enroll in this 
program, don’t hesitate. I am very glad 
I was chosen to participate this year.
	 	 	 	 				Mike	Opificius
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MSA’s Mission Statement:
To improve and advocate for the Michigan soybean industry.

Visit our website at:
www.misoy.org

Msa 
new and renewing 

MeMbers
NEW:
Brian Rueger, Standish
Dale Seyfred, Galien

RENEWING:
Bernard Abbott, Marshall
Terry Ausra, Dowagiac
B & C Gordon Farms, Croswell
Bill Bierman, Riga
Charlene Blanchett, Monroe
Keith Blonde, Litchfield
James Caldwell, Litchfield
Melvin Cripe, Cassopolis
Gregory DeMott, Ashley
Tom Dorr, Birch Run
Robert Dykhuis, Holland
Richard Ekins, Rives Junction
Terry Finegan, Jonesville
Brian Frederick, Hemlock
Jerry Gallagher, Belding
Roger Gentz, Mendon
Girbach Farms, Saline
Roger Gnagey, Deford
Phil Gordon, Saline
M. Dean Haubenstricker, Frankenmuth
Helmreith Farms, Freeland
Jeff Hoeve, Holland
Joseph Horak, Deerfield
Jerry Jorgensen, Webberville
Frederick Keith, Burt
King Farms, Sturgis
Cynthia Kirkdorfer, Edwardsburg
James Kleinert, Munger
Glen Krammin, Hastings
Joe Kwiatkowski, Dorr

RENEWING continued:
Joseph Labert, Dundee
Jay Landis, Homer
Marvin Lange, Belleville
Larry Mackey, Hillsdale
Ted J. Mason, Blissfield
Gene Maynard, Elsie
Larry Metz, Ida
Henry Miller, Constantine
Russell Myers, Battle Creek
Michael Opificius, Capac
Dan Rajzer, Decatur
Esther Reinbold, Saginaw
Rob Richardson, Vicksburg
Larry Robinson, Homer
Jamie Robson, Milan
Frank Rochowiak, Milan
Tom Schindler, Kawkawlin
Robert Schlagel, Turner
David Schwark, Ovid
Duane Sheats, Milan
Smuts Farms, Charlotte
Ed Stutzman, Blissfield
Nick Suwyn, Wayland
Richard Townsend, Jeddo
Gene Vandressche, Bay City
Gary Weidmayer, Manchester
Andy Welden, Jonesville
Michael Wildner, Unionville
David Williams, Elsie
David Wronski, Wales Township
Alex Zawacki, Bentley
Christopher Ziehm, Gagetown
Robert L. Zorn Inc., LaSalle

MSA Members
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MSA Membership at Work

Are These Issues Important To You?
• Protecting your right to farm.
• Supporting farmers’ freedom to operate without oppressive regulations.
• Supporting the use of soy biobased products.
• Keeping Michigan as a livestock production friendly state.
• Support transportation and energy infrastructure improvements.

Paying the soybean checkoff does not make you a Michigan Soybean Association 
member. Checkoff dollars cannot be used for lobbying.

MeMbership benefits: 
• 5% member discount purchase incentive on all IntelliFarms equipment and free admission to grain school 

and workshops 
• Monsanto BioAg™ is offering three options for use on your soybeans: 50 units of QuickRoots®, 100 units 

of soybean seed with Optimize® or 100 units of TagTeam® LCO for all new or renewing 3-year or Lifetime 
memberships

• Through Auto-Owners Insurance/Cedar River Insurance Agency, an offer of premium discounts up to 10% 
on select policies is available

• Scholarship opportunities for your children and grandchildren
• Preferred pricing on the purchase or lease of most new Chrysler, Dodge or Jeep vehicles
• Cabela’s gift card purchase discount
• 10% multi-life discount for long-term care insurance with New York Life Insurance Company and an 

additional 15% marital discount
• Discounted registration to the Commodity Classic
• A 20% discount on an annual subscription to eLegacyConnect
• For 3-year and Lifetime memberships, a $50 certificate good for either Great Lakes Hybrids Roundup 

Ready® or Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybean seed AND a $50 soybean seed certificate good for 
Renk Seed 

The MOST IMPORTANT MSA membership benefit: Having a voice in Washington, D.C. and Lansing!  

Soybean
PolicyActionMembership
Benefits

Michigan

FederalLansing Seed

REPRESENTATION

Belong

Training
“I’ve met several 

legislators that have 
never set foot on a 
farm. We as farmers 
need to be visiting with 
members of the Capital 
and represent our land.”

Jay Ferguson, 
MSA Director

Voice

People making decisions 
in Washington, D.C. and 
Lansing are getting further 

and further away from the farm. 
In the past, families had someone 
who was a farmer they could 
visit, but now generations are far 
removed from the farm. 

With college students making 
comments such as, “We don’t need 

farmers because the grocery stores 
do a good job of putting food on the 
shelves,” or “I’m a vegetarian and 
I can eat chicken wings because 
they grow back,” there is a lot of 
education that needs to occur to 
our politicians and the public.

Protect your farm and 
way of life, join the Michigan 
Soybean Association today!

Membership Benefits
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MSA Membership at Work
#

*3-year and Lifetime memberships 
can choose between receiving either 
(check one):
       

2-$25 Soy Biodiesel Bucks 
certificates or  
2-$25 Soybean Meal                
Bucks certificates

Date of Birth:__________________

Number of Soybean Acres:_______  

Total Farm Acres:______________

Occupation (circle one): 
Farmer      Retired         Other

What issues interest you most?
   (Check all that apply)
Biodiesel/Biobased Products
Farm Bill
Transportation Infrastructure
Trade Agreements
Conservation
Soybean Rust
Biotechnology
Freedom to Operate
International Marketing
Soy and Nutrition
Other:___________________

By joining the Michigan Soybean Association, you also become a member of the 
American Soybean Association. Membership in these organizations allows you to 

have a greater impact on the soybean industry at a state and national level. 
Make a decision to help influence the success of soybean farmers by joining today!       

First Name:________________________________ 

Last Name:________________________________

Address:__________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:______________________________

Phone:____________________________________  

Cell Phone:________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________

Payment Amount & Method:
1-yr: $75      3-yr*: $190           Lifetime*: $750

Check (Payable to MSA) or Credit Card  

Credit Card Type:______  Expiration Date:_______ 

Credit Card #:______________________________

Signature:_________________________________

 Mail application with payment to:
Michigan Soybean Association 

PO Box 287, Frankenmuth, MI 48734

Dues are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution for federal tax      
purposes, but may be deductible as a business expense. 
18% of member dues are allocated to lobbying activities 

and are not deductible.

Membership
Involvement

BelieveScholarships

DiscountsMichigan

LeadershipLansing

CONSERVATIONTestify

Advocate

MSA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership Application




