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Gary Parr
4949 Wheaton Rd.
Charlotte, MI 48813
(C) 517.231.1987

District 3
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District 4
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2505 Wellman Line Rd. 
Brown City, MI 48416 
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Dan Keenan, Secretary
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As a member of the Michigan Soybean 
Association (MSA) you received a 
special member meeting notice for 

August 20, 2016, in Marne, Michigan, which 
was to approve proposed By-Laws changes 
and would have preceded the Ag Night 
at the Races. However, due to tornados 
in that area, both events were cancelled. 
Therefore, please allow this to serve as notice 
of the RESCHEDULED Special Meeting 
of the MSA Members on Wednesday, 
September 28, 2016, at 10:30 a.m. at 

Frankenmuth’s Bavarian Inn Lodge – Altmuehl Room – One Covered 
Bridge Lane, Frankenmuth, MI 48734. We ask that you notify the MSA 
office if you can attend by calling 877.769.6424 or sending an email to 
soyinfo@michigansoybean.org. All members attending this very short meeting 
lasting probably only about ten minutes will receive a special thank you gift. 

If the proposed By-Laws changes are approved on September 28, the 
MSA will follow the new mail-in ballot voting method for director elections as 
outlined in the By-Laws. In order to appear on the ballot, nominations must 
be received by October 31, 2016. All elected directors will hold the office for 
a term of three years. To be eligible for a seat on the board you must be a 
soybean farmer in the district that you are applying for and a member of the 
MSA in good standing.

Your MSA is seeking nominations for board positions beginning in 2017 in 
the following districts:
District 1: Berrien, Branch, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and Van Buren
District 4: Huron, Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair and Sanilac
District 7: Alcona, Alger, Allegan, Barry, Alpena, Antrim, Baraga, Benzie, 
Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Chippewa, Clare, Crawford, Delta, Dickinson, Emmet, 
Gladwin, Gogebic, Grand Traverse, Gratiot, Houghton, Iosco, Iron, Isabella, 
Kalkaska, Kent, Keweenaw, Lake, Leelanau, Luce, Mackinac, Manistee, 
Marquette, Mason, Mecosta, Menominee, Midland, Missaukee, Montcalm, 
Montmorency, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Ogemaw, Ontonagon, Osceola, 
Oscoda, Otsego, Ottawa, Presque Isle, Roscommon, Schoolcraft and Wexford.

Your MSA is working on important issues such as your right to 
farm, supporting farmers’ freedom to operate and keeping Michigan as a 
livestock production friendly state. The American Soybean Association 
is also representing you on legislative and regulatory priorities such as 
implementation of the farm bill, trade expansion, environmental regulations, 
biodiesel demand, transportation and infrastructure. These are just some of 
the priorities that affect all soybean farmers. Your service on the board will 
help Michigan soybean farmers’ voices be heard and have a greater impact in 
Lansing and Washington, D.C. 

For more information on how to run for a position on the board, additional 
commitments as a director, or to nominate someone for one of the above 
districts, please contact MSA’s executive director, Gail Frahm at gfrahm@
michigansoybean.org or 877.769.6424.

Make a decision to help influence the success of Michigan soybean farmers 
– become an MSA director!

Regards,
Dave Williams
MSA president

David Williams
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New Soybean Traits 
Will Help in Managing 

Herbicide-Resistant 
Weeds: Precaution 

Will be Needed
Part 3 of a 3-part series
By: Christy Sprague, Professor and Weed Extension Specialist,

Michigan State University

In the first two articles of the 3-part series on 
herbicide-resistant weeds in the Michigan Soybean 
News, MSU’s Diagnostic Services herbicide-

resistant weeds screening results were highlighted. 
We were also able to provide soybean growers with 
management recommendations for some of Michigan’s 
most challenging herbicide-resistant weeds. As 
mentioned in the previous articles, management of 
glyphosate- and multiple-resistant weeds has and 
will continue to be a challenge for Michigan soybean 
growers. In fact, this season farmers have struggled 
with controlling herbicide-resistant horseweed 
(marestail), common waterhemp and Palmer 
amaranth. The challenge in controlling these weeds is 
that there are very few, and in the case of multiple-
resistant horseweed no postemergence herbicide 
options available for control in Roundup Ready or 
non-GMO soybean. While some farmers have opted to 

grow LibertyLink soybean and are able to spray Liberty 
(glufosinate) postemergence to help manage some of 
these weeds, this practice has not been widespread 
throughout Michigan. As glyphosate- and multiple-
resistant weed issues continue to expand, Michigan 
soybean growers are in need of alternative options to 
help manage these herbicide-resistant weeds. 

One option that many growers are looking at to 
help manage some of the current herbicide-resistant 
weed issues is the use of the new, upcoming soybean 
technologies with different herbicide-resistant traits. 
Many of these new technologies will provide growers 
with additional herbicide options that have had limited 
or no use in soybean. The basic platform of all of the 
new soybean technologies is that growers will still be 
able to use glyphosate. However, each new technology 
provides resistance to or an increased tolerance to 
additional herbicides. 

New Soybean Technologies and the 
Herbicides They are Resistant to:

• Roundup Ready 2 Xtend soybean: dicamba 
and glyphosate

• Enlist E3 soybean: 2,4-D choline, glyphosate 
and glufosinate

• Balance GT soybean: glyphosate and 
isoxaflutole (next generation will include 
glufosinate resistance)

• BOLT soybean: glyphosate and enhanced 
tolerance to sulfonylurea herbicides (i.e., 
chlorimuron, rimsulfuron, thifensulfuron, etc.)
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Many of these technologies will provide growers 

with additional tools to help manage herbicide-
resistant and hard-to-control weeds, which is the 
greatest benefit to these technologies. Along with 
these benefits, however, there are concerns and 
limitations to each technology. Herbicide labels for 
many of these technologies, once approved by EPA, 
will be some of the strictest labels in place to guard 
against off-target movement, tank-contamination, 
and the development of additional weed resistances. 
Specified nozzle selection, greater field buffer zones, 
and restrictions on adjuvant selection and herbicide 
tank-mixture partners will be outlined on several of 
these labels. It will be important to follow all label 
restrictions and to only use herbicides that are labeled 
for each technology to prevent any cause for concern. 
For example, many of the new herbicide products that 
will be labeled for these technologies are formulated to 
reduce off-target movement. If an unlabeled product 
is used, there is greater chance for spray drift that can 
cause damage to neighboring fields and surrounding 
landscapes. Off-target movement is also a concern 
if an inappropriate additive is used. For example, 
ammonium sulfate (AMS) is restricted from use with 
the Xtend formulations of dicamba.

Growers will also need to determine how the new 
herbicide-resistant soybean traits will fit into their 
overall crop rotation. Several of the herbicides or 
herbicide site of action groups that will be labeled for 
use with these technologies may already be used in a 
grower’s crop rotation. Overuse of herbicides within 
the same site of action group will increase selection 
pressure and could lead to additional herbicide-
resistant weed issues. 

As these new herbicide-resistant soybean 
technologies are introduced, it will be important 
to make sure that the correct herbicides are being 
sprayed on the correct herbicide-resistant soybean 
technology. For example, spraying a dicamba product 
on an Enlist soybean variety would result in a complete 
loss of that soybean field. Accurate planting records 
and making sure that the person spraying enters 
the correct fields with the correct herbicides will be 
extremely important in protecting a grower’s fields 
from misapplications. One way that growers in some 
southern states have avoided some of this confusion 
between LibertyLink soybean and Roundup Ready 
soybean fields is by flagging the fields with different 
colors for the different soybean technologies. As more 
herbicide-resistant soybean traits are released into the 
state, this may be an option that soybean growers in 
Michigan may want to consider to avoid confusion. It 
will also be important to thoroughly clean (triple-rinse) 
all spray tanks, hoses and nozzles to minimize crop 
damage from sprayer contamination when moving to 
fields with sensitive crops (i.e., soybeans with different 
traits, sugarbeets, dry beans, etc.) 

Overall the release of these new technologies 
is greatly needed to help manage some of the 
current and future herbicide-resistant weed issues. 
In order for these technologies to be successful in 
Michigan, soybean farmers, custom applicators and 
the agricultural industry will need to be diligent in 
following best management practices for each of these 
technologies. Using these technologies as part of an 
overall integrated approach to weed management is 
the only way that we will be able to preserve these 
technologies for the future.

Figure 1. Demonstration plots of the different herbicide-resistant soybean traits for the 2016 MSU Weed 
Control Tour. (Photo credit: Jon Kohrt)
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2016 Soybean Harvest 
Equipment Field Day

By: Mike Staton, MSUE Soybean Educator

On average, harvest losses reduce marketable 
soybean yields by one to two bushels per 
acre. Given the projected soybean prices, this 

could cost soybean farmers $9.50 to $19.00 per acre 
in 2016. Harvest losses can increase significantly if 
the crop is lodged, very short or harvest operations 
become delayed. 

 Because of this, Michigan State University Extension 
is cooperating with Kirkdorfer Farms, GreenMark 
Equipment, Ausra Equipment Inc., Burnips Equipment 
Company, Crary Industries Inc., and the Michigan 
Soybean Promotion Committee – the soybean checkoff 
to conduct a Soybean Harvest Equipment Field Day on 
Friday, September 16. The field day will be held on this 
date if conditions are conducive to harvest. If harvest 
is not possible on the 16th, the alternate program date 
will be Tuesday, September 27. The program will begin 
with an update from Michigan Farm Bureau on farm 
truck safety and regulations at 10:45 a.m. and run 
until 3:00 p.m. 

The field day site is located on the east side of 
Dailey Road nearly one mile south of Pine Lake Street 
(66863 Dailey Road, Edwardsburg, Michigan). 

Participants will learn new information about farm 
truck regulations, safety and reducing soybean harvest 
losses. This is also an excellent opportunity to see the 
latest harvest equipment demonstrated in the field. 
Equipment company representatives will be on-hand 
to discuss specific recommendations for fine-tuning 
their combines. The following soybean harvest topics 
and equipment will be demonstrated: Draper heads, 
air-assisted reels, measuring soybean harvest losses 
and ground speed effects on harvest losses.

There is no charge for the field day. However, 
pre-registration is requested by calling 269.673.0370 
ext. 2562 before noon on Monday, September 12, as a 
complimentary lunch and educational materials will be 
provided. Please call this same number for cancellation 
and rescheduling updates. 

September 16 at 66863 Dailey Road, Edwardsburg
10:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

RSVP to 269.673.0370 ext. 2562

2015 Soybean Harvest 
Equipment Field Day
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Congratulations to 
Thumb BioEnergy!

By: Noelle Byerley, Executive Assistant

Thumb BioEnergy, a biodiesel manufacturing plant 
in Sandusky, Michigan, is increasing its biodiesel 
volume to 450,000 gallons. This manufacturing 

plant has been in operation since 2010. 
Leon Jackson, owner of Thumb Bioenergy, started 

producing biodiesel in July of 2008 in his family farm’s 
pole barn. “We then spent 2009 experimenting, 
building testing and production facilities in Sandusky 
to produce biodiesel that meets industry standards 
and developing a biodiesel market,” reports Jackson. 
“Virtually all the biodiesel produced by Thumb 
BioEnergy is Grade 1, which is the top biodiesel grade.”

Thumb BioEnergy has been growing steadily 
ever since. In 2010, they produced 7,000 gallons of 
biodiesel; in 2001, 42,000 gallons; in 2012, 110,000; 
in 2013, 189,000; in 2014, 238,000; in 2015, 360,000; 
and the projection for 2016 is 450,000 gallons.

Thumb BioEnergy accomplishes its task by 
collecting used cooking oil in select areas in Michigan, 
and converting it into biodiesel, which is then used in 
Michigan for farming, heating and other applications 
requiring diesel fuel. “Currently, we collect cooking oil 
from more than 780 restaurants and delis in Michigan,” 
states Jackson. “These vendors include franchises such 
as Wendy’s, KFC, and Big Boy, high-end restaurants, 
grocery store delis and the average mom and pop 
diner.” Thumb BioEnergy is implementing a SOMS 
(Scientific Oil Management System) where the cooking 
oil delivered to the vender restaurants begins as 100% 
soybean oil provided by Zeeland Food Services and 
after use by the restaurant is collected and converted 
into biodiesel.

The availability of Thumb BioEnergy’s biodiesel in 
the local area saves diesel distributors/blenders and 
their end-users transportation costs and provides a 
valuable additive to their diesel fuel. Just adding 5% 
biodiesel to 95% ultra-low-sulfur-diesel (USLD) fuel 
(B5) reduces engine wear and maintenance costs. 
The biodiesel cetane number is 52.6 compared to 47 
for petrodiesel, making engines start better and run 
smoother when burning biodiesel blends.

Biodiesel is safe to handle and transport because 
it is as biodegradable as sugar, ten times less toxic 
than table salt and has a flash point of 300 degrees 
Fahrenheit, compared to petrodiesel fuel, which has a 
flash point of 125 degrees Fahrenheit.

“We are committed to building a local alternative 
energy business by producing affordable clean 
biofuels for Michigan, providing community economic 
development and local jobs,” shares Jackson. “Locally 
produced, clean-burning biodiesel enhances our 
economy while lowering our dependence on foreign oil 
and reducing greenhouse gases. It’s truly a win-win 
situation!”

Left to right: Charlie Poster, MEG Corp Fuel 
Consulting; Jenyfer Lapish, UCO/Office Manager; 

Alex Ritter, Technical Director/Production Manager; 
Leon Jackson, Owner
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Bulk Fuel Distributors and Retail Gas Stations Carrying Thumb Premium Biodiesel:

For more information, email info@thumbbioenergy.com or visit www.thumbbioenergy.com.
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White Mold 
Predictor Tool

By: Allie Arp, NCSRP Communications Liaison,
Iowa Soybean Association Research Communications Specialist

Farming, and life, would 
be a lot easier if risks 
were known ahead of 

time so farmers had time to 
prepare. 

This idea sounds far-
fetched, but researchers at 
the University of Wisconsin 
Madison, in conjunction 
with researchers in 
Michigan and Iowa, have 
developed a tool to predict 
the appearance of white 
mold on soybeans.

The tool uses site-
specific weather information 
to determine if recent 
weather is conducive to 
the growth of mushroom-
like structures known 
as apothecia. In order 
for white mold to infect 
plants, apothecia must be 
present when soybeans 
are flowering. The tool has 
allowed researchers like 
Wisconsin’s Damon Smith, 
Ph.D., and others to develop a risk index for farmers 
across the United States.

“The tool is telling us if it’s likely there are 
apothecia,” said Smith. “Farmers who know soybeans 
are flowering can use the tool to determine if their 
fields are at risk or not.”

While average yield loss from white mold is in the 
15-30 bushel range, susceptible fields (those with a 
history of the disease and/or conducive weather) 
showed up to 40 bushels lost to severe white mold in 
Michigan. Farmers experiencing white mold issues are 
encouraged to adopt management practices such as 
wider row spacing, rotating with a small grains crop, 
fungicides, no-till and seed selection in addition to 
scouting.

“I’m a proponent of 
choosing the best (seed) 
resistance, but farmers 
can’t rely solely on that,” 
Smith said. “They need to 
pick the best variety they 
can find but integrate other 
management strategies 
too.”

The risk tool is in its 
beta phase this year and 
being tested by student 
scouts in fields in Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Iowa. It is 
expected to be available 
to all farmers next growing 
season after grower 
feedback is collected.

For farmers already 
dealing with an infestation 
this year, there are practices 
that can help prevent the 
outbreaks of the disease 
in the future. Cleaning the 
combine in between fields 
or going from least-infested 
to most-infested will help 

stop the spread of white mold.
In addition to developing the risk tool and 

researching how to reduce the effects of white 
mold, other projects are focused on working with 
new soybean germplasm lines to improve soybean 
resistance against the pest.

“Improved resistance has been identified and 
current breeding efforts are underway to incorporate 
this resistance into high-yielding elite cultivars,” Smith 
said. “Release of resistant cultivars will enable soybean 
farmers to get a tremendous leg up on white mold.”

This article was written based on research funded 
by the North Central Soybean Research Program 
(NCSRP). NCSRP works to address soybean production, 
profitability and environmental sustainability for 
growers across the North Central Region.
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Monitor SCN for 
2016 Performance or 

Plan for 2017
By: Mark Seamon, Research Coordinator

Since the release of top performing Soybean Cyst 
Nematode (SCN) resistant soybean varieties, 
most growers have used them to manage SCN 

populations. If the goal of utilizing those varieties 
was to increase soybean yields and decrease SCN 
populations, we can call the use of SCN resistance a 
success. That said, many SCN populations are now 
working against our success. They have adapted to 
their environment by feeding on and reproducing on 
resistant soybean varieties, especially PI88788, the 
most common source of resistance.

A complicating factor in managing nematodes 
is that most of the yield loss happens without visual 
plant symptoms. Many soybeans are still producing 
acceptable yields even where SCN populations are 

increasing, so growers are often unaware that rising 
populations are leading to more serious future 
problems. Before nematode populations get so high as 
to cause excessive yield loss, a field-by-field evaluation 
should be done.

The evaluation can include many items such as 
yield comparisons (to other fields and other years 
within the same field), SCN soil sampling (with type 
testing if populations are high) and digging roots of 
soybean plants to look for cysts. The Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee (MSPC) will cover the cost of 
both the SCN population analysis and type testing. You 
can access a Soybean Cyst Nematode sample form on 
the MSPC website, www.michigansoybean.org, or by 
calling the office at 989.652.3294.

  

The mission of the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee is to manage checkoff resources to increase 
return on investment for Michigan soybean farmers 
while enhancing sustainable soybean production.
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By: Gail Frahm, Executive Director

Michigan Soybean 
Welcomes New 
Communication 

Director
Sonja Lapak of Birch Run, Michigan, recently 

joined the soybean team as our fulltime 
communication director.

Sonja graduated from Michigan State with a 
Bachelor of Science in May of 2014, majoring in Animal 
Science and minoring in Agronomy. Before joining the 
team here in Frankenmuth, Sonja was employed by the 
Genesee Conservation District as a MAEAP technician 
and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development as a dairy industry field scientist. She 
was also employed by the MSU Department of Animal 
Science as an undergraduate student. 

Sonja has a passion for Michigan agriculture and 
also loves all things communication. Her duties here 
at MSPC will focus on communication with soybean 
farmers and consumers. She has been working to 
develop and deliver an integrated communication plan 

for MSPC and has taken on our social media needs, 
press releases and website updates. Additionally, she 
has been working on editing publications and working 
with farmers to help them be better communicators on 
behalf of agriculture. 

From an early age, Sonja grew up with an 
appreciation for agriculture. Her grandparents and 
uncles still farm in Birch Run, raising soybeans and 
corn.  

Additionally, she is involved with Genesee County 
Farm Bureau’s young farmer committee and is also on 
the promotion and education committee. 

The diversity of projects over the past few months 
has certainly kept her busy; she encourages you to 
find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
to stay up to date with all of the latest soybean 
information!

Beyond her typical communication duties, Sonja has also 
been capturing photos and videos with MSPC’s new drone and 

incorporating them into our communication. 
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By: Sonja Lapak, Communication Director

The United States Department of Agriculture 
– Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(USDA NRCS) defines a conservation practice 

as one or more conservation improvements and 
planning activities including structural practices, land 
management practices, vegetative practices, forest 
management practices, and other improvements 
that achieve the program purposes that are planned 
and installed in accordance with standards and 
specifications contained in the NRCS Field Office 
Technical Guide (FOTG).  

A more streamlined definition may simply be 
control measures consisting of managerial, vegetative 
and structural practices to reduce the loss of soil and 
water. 

Regardless of the definition you choose to 
reference, the fact remains that conservation practices 
have been and continue to be implemented on farms 
and ag land throughout Michigan at a pretty steady 
rate. These practices vary in cost, labor, size and more, 
and farmers seem to see value in adopting practices 
that fit their operations. 

As stewards of the land and growers of food, 
farmers have been tasked with taking care of the soil 
and water. Their actions in relation to the environment 
are scrutinized now more than ever, and farmers 
don’t take the responsibility lightly. At a time when 
some states are mandating conservation practices 
and imposing restrictions on farmers, it is critical for 
Michigan farmers to take initiative and be proactive in 
their decisions. 

Implementing 
Conservation 
Practices —

Being Sustainable

Photo credit: The Nature Conservancy
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Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee (MSPC) 

Director Laurie Isley of Palmyra discusses why her 
family has chosen to implement conservation practices 
on their farm. “As a MAEAP verified farm located in the 
Western Lake Erie Basin, the environment is constantly 
on our radar as we make management decisions on 
our farm. We definitely see value in the conservation 
practices we have implemented thus far.”

Specifically, Laurie talked about filter strips on 
their farm and why choosing to build them into their 
field edges was the right choice for them. “Putting 
that buffer between the field and surface water 
makes sense to us,” Laurie says. “We recognize the 
responsibility we have as farmers to take care of the 
land. We have implemented filter strips, conservation 
tillage practices and the use of precision agriculture to 
help us to be good stewards.”

Filter strips are vegetated areas between fields 
and surface waters used to slow runoff, filter sediment, 
capture nutrients and protect water quality. When the 
vegetation is managed properly, the strips are very 
effective. They can also serve as a buffer, as certain 
chemicals require setbacks from surface water when 
applying. 

Steve Koeman, another MSPC farmer director, 
talks about the options available to farmers in different 
regions of the state. Watershed specific programs in 
Michigan offer farmers in certain regions access to cost 
share dollars, technical advice, engineering help and 
more. For example, in Allegan County where Steve 
farms, there is a privately funded program called 
Project Clarity. The Comprehensive Restoration Plan 

aims to improve the Macatawa Watershed by investing 
nearly $12 million dollars over the course of five years 
in land restoration, best management practices (BMPs), 
community education and sustainability efforts. “A lot 
of people came together and decided that this was a 
project worth pursuing; the time and money that have 
been invested really show their commitment to the 
watershed,” Steve says. 

One of the BMPs Steve has implemented on his farm 
is a two-stage ditch. These ditches are strategically 
placed to hold water during peak flow events, thus 
trapping sediment that would otherwise make it 
to the waterways. The ditches include a floodplain 
with different side slopes and vegetation, which can 
accommodate both low- and high-flow situations. 

These are only two of the many conservation 
practices that Michigan farmers are implementing on 
their farms, helping them to be more environmentally 
sustainable. When it comes to learning more about 
conservation practices, information is easily accessible 
and abundant. Some good places to start when 
looking for information could be your local USDA 
NRCS office or your local Conservation District. 
Farmers are encouraged to continue to research and 
implement voluntary conservation practices on their 
farms as a way to help them preserve their land for 
future generations and help them to continue to farm 
sustainably. 

Additional information on how Michigan soybean 
farmers are being sustainable on their farms can be 
found at www.michigansoybean.org.

Photo credit: Project Clarity at www.macatawaclarity.org
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Soybeans Support 
Livestock and Youth

By: Sonja Lapak, Communication Director

The Michigan Livestock Expo once again took 
place at the Pavilion for Agriculture and 
Livestock Education on the campus of Michigan 

State University.  
Staff from the Michigan Soybean Promotion 

Committee (MSPC) attended the Sale of Champions 
on July 19, and had the privilege of co-purchasing 
two hogs from winning exhibitors. Additionally, MSPC 
contributed to the reception prior to the sale.

“We’ve got good things growing in Michigan, 
but I’m not talking about sweet corn or beef cattle,” 
remarked Bill Sheridan of Sheridan Realty & Auction 
Co. He went on to say that the greatest thing being 
grown in Michigan today is the youth, specifically 
those involved in agriculture. He emphasized the 
importance of the next generation being involved in 
food production and commended the exhibitors at the 
sale for participating in the show. 

Alexa Graham and her Duroc hog won the title of 
Great Lakes Grand Purebred Market Hog. Additionally, 
Alexa earned the title of Showcase Market Hog, a 
placing reserved for the six top animals following the 
Grand and Reserve Champion Market Hogs. The hog 
was purchased for $4,000 by MSPC and Zeeland Farm 
Services. Alexa is from Mesick. 

Morgan Kennedy of Perry also exhibited a 
Showcase Market Hog. Her hog was purchased for 
$6,500 by Michigan Farm Bureau, the Michigan Farm 
Bureau Executive Committee, Michigan Farm Bureau 
Employees, MSPC, and George Smith, associate 

dean for Research, CANR; associate director, MSU 
AgBioResearch.

Other highlights of the sale included hearing 
from Michigan State University President LouAnna K. 
Simon, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Dean Ron Hendrick, and Michigan Farm Bureau 
President Carl Bednarski. By the end of the evening 
nearly $230,000 had been raised for the state’s youth 
livestock exhibitors and the Michigan Youth Livestock 
Scholarship Fund.

“This expo attracts the best young livestock 
exhibitors and the best animals, obviously,” said 
Ernie Birchmeier, livestock specialist at Michigan Farm 
Bureau (MFB) and one of the expo’s key organizers. 
“Accordingly — and I can’t emphasize this enough —
we also attract the best buyers at this show.”

MSPC is a proud supporter of the livestock 
industry in Michigan and recognizes the impact that 
the livestock industry has on the soybean industry. 
According to the United Soybean Board, the livestock 
industry contributes $44,072,048,651 annually to 
Michigan’s economy. Beyond that, animal agriculture 
is the number one consumer of soybeans, in both 
international and domestic markets; livestock 
consumes 97% of U.S. soybean meal. 

For more information on the Michigan Livestock 
Expo and to view the complete list of winners, please 
visit http://www.milivestock.com/.

Alexa Graham with her Great Lakes 
Grand Purebred Market Hog. 

Morgan Kennedy of Perry with her 
Showcase Market Hog.
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Soybean yield increases in Michigan and across the North Central United States have not kept pace with those 
of other crops such as corn, wheat and sugarbeets. Because of this, an ambitious soybean benchmarking 
project involving ten states, including Michigan, was initiated on October 1, 2015. The project will gather 

field-level information about yields, crop inputs and management practices from soybean producers in each 
state from 2014 through 2017 with the goal of identifying yield-limiting factors at the state and regional levels. 
Michigan producers provided detailed information from 149 fields in 2014 and 168 fields in 2015. A preliminary 
report summarizing the information collected for 2014 and 2015 from all ten states has been published and is 
available online at the North Central Soybean Research Program’s (NCSRP) website (www.ncsrp.com). Some of 
this information is presented below.

The next step in the project is to determine how management practices, crop inputs, soil type and climate all 
interact to impact soybean yields. In order to generate meaningful results, we will need to collect field-specific 
information about yields, crop inputs, and management practices from at least 200 soybean fields across the 
state each year in 2016 and 2017. Participation in the project is voluntary and all of the information provided by 
individual producers will remain confidential. Producers who want to participate in the project can contact me by 
phone at 269.673.0370 ext. 2562 or by email at staton@msu.edu. I will provide you with some brief instructions 
and the 2016 survey form. 

Soybean Report Available

NCSRP Soybean
Benchmarking Project 

Report Available
By: Mike Staton, MSU Extension Soybean Educator
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Creating Demand for 
Soybean Meal

After two years 
of attending 
m e e t i n g s 

as one of three 
Michigan directors on 
the United Soybean 
Board (USB), I think 
this is a good time 
to reflect on a few 
of the things I have 
learned and share 
them with those 
who pay into the 
soybean checkoff. 
As producers we 
make production 
decisions throughout the growing season that can 
have a profound effect on our success. When it comes 
to marketing the fruits of our labor however, we are 
most often price takers not price makers. We are at 
the mercy of the law of supply and demand. I became 
aware quite quickly how important our customers, 
specifically the livestock industry both domestically 
and internationally, are to our success.  

When I first looked at the USB budget a couple of 
years ago, I was anticipating the major focus would 
be on production issues, trying to get more yield for 
those who support the checkoff. A significant amount 
of dollars are invested in production, but a lot is also 
spent on efforts to make those in the livestock industry 
more profitable. Being narrow minded, I questioned 
why all these dollars being invested weren’t being put 
towards soybean issues alone. Why not let the pork, 
poultry, dairy and beef industries utilize there own 
checkoffs to do this type of research? Then I saw the 
economic analysis for 2014 of the Nationwide Impact 
of Animal Agriculture.

In 2014, U.S. 
animals consumed 
28 million tons 
of soybean meal. 
Animal agriculture 
had $440.7 billion in 
economic output and 
accounted for more 
then 2.3 million 
jobs in the American 
workforce. When you 
look at the industry’s 
growth in the ten 
years from 2004 
to 2014, economic 
output was increased 

by $123 billion and over 645,000 jobs were added. 
Soybean meal is a key ingredient of rations fed in U.S. 
animal agriculture. To say that the livestock industry 
has a major effect on the demand for soybeans is an 
understatement.

While it is still important to work on soybean 
production, I have come to realize it is equally as 
important to help our customers as much as we can. 
If we invest our dollars wisely in helping domestic and 
international users of U.S. soybean meal and oil become 
more profitable, we have the opportunity to create 
demand for our own products. As the world population 
grows and more people desire animal protein in their 
diets, the dollars spent now should come back to us 
many times over. Creating demand for soybean meal 
– and specifically U.S. soybean meal – is one of the 
main goals of the United Soybean Board. A couple of 
years ago I may have questioned this strategy; I now 
understand it is our future.

If you would like to review more data on animal 
agriculture it is available at www.animal.ag/economics.

By: Herb Miller, USB Director from Niles, Michigan

Broilers consume 11.2 million tons, swine 7.8 million tons 
and dairy cows 2.7 million tons of soybean meal annually.



23Fall 2016

PInvesting Your Soybean CheckoffMSPC’s Strategic Direction

By: Gail Frahm, Executive Director

Soybean’s Strategic 
Direction —

Future-Focused
Every excellent organization needs to keep in 

sight where it’s going; be future-focused. Here 
at the Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee 

(MSPC) – your soybean checkoff – that’s just what 
we are doing. Overall, we are tasked with finding new 
uses for this miracle crop of many uses, discovering 
more details about the fascinating soybean and its 
capabilities, looking at marketing opportunities in 
Michigan, nationally and internationally, building 
consumer confidence, educating targeted audiences 
and developing leaders in our industry.

Earlier this year, MSPC directors, staff and industry 
representatives gained a shared perspective and 
understanding of the external environment, captured 
and prioritized opportunities and threats to our 
industry, reviewed and refreshed its mission, vision 
and overarching goal, identified strategic objectives, 
and laid a foundation for future development of its 
performance measurements and projects.

Mission: Manage checkoff resources to increase 
return on investment for Michigan soybean farmers 
while enhancing sustainable soybean production.

Vision: Leading Michigan’s soybean industry to an 
innovative and profitable future!

Overarching Goal: Increase the demand for 
Michigan soybeans to protect and enhance profitability.

Strategic Objectives (in no specific order as all 
are important objectives of the MSPC):

1. Build consumer confidence about today’s farm 
and food system.

2. Increase influence on targeted audiences.
3. Advance innovative production research.
4. Increase research utilization, application and 

farmer engagement.
5. Stimulate development of new soybean 

products.
6. Increase availability and awareness of soybean 

products.
7. Improve collaboration with industry partners 

to build new markets.
8. Continuously develop board member 

knowledge and leadership skills.
9. Build support with farmers and key stakeholders 

for MSPC programs.

In order to accomplish these objectives, staff is 
working on developing projects and corresponding 
budgets for the new fiscal year which starts October 
1, 2016. Watch for soybean checkoff initiative results 
throughout each future issue of the Michigan Soybean 
News. It’s a great source for you to find out what your 
soybean checkoff is doing/has done for you. 
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The government of El Salvador is a new customer 
for U.S. soy thanks to MSPC and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture funding of the American Soybean 

Association’s World Initiative for Soy in Human Health 
(WISHH) Program. 

“Creating commercial customers like the 
governments of El Salvador and Guatemala is an 
excellent example of how WISHH wisely spends 
Michigan checkoff dollars,” says Michigan soybean 
grower Jim Wilson who serves on the WISHH program 
committee. “WISHH leverages our farmer dollars with 
support from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.” 

MSPC’s 2016 WISHH support included funds for 
WISHH to cover travel expenses for a representative 
of El Salvador’s Ministry of Health to participate in a 
Soy Nutrition See for Yourself trip to nearby Guatemala 
where she could visit WISHH’s long-standing supply 
chain partner company. The El Salvadoran official 
witnessed how the factory manufactures U.S. 
soy-containing beverages and porridge mixes that 
Guatemalan government purchases and distributes 
to its social program participants, such as schools. 
The tour also included presentations on the value of 
soy nutrition and visits to a Guatemalan community 
where a soy-based meal program helped reduced child 
malnutrition from 83 percent to 35 percent. 

Upon the participant’s return to El Salvador, 
convinced of the value of soy nutrition, the Ministry of 
Health placed an order for 1.35 million 450-gram bags 
of the U.S. soy-based beverage for use in the country’s 
social programs. The product contains 20 percent 
U.S. soy flour and will be distributed to children, ages 

six months to 24 months, who are at high risk for 
malnutrition. This purchase will supply the program for 
one year. The government of El Salvador also purchases 
950 metric tons of a different soy-based product from 
this company and the World Food Program distributes 
350 metric tons of an additional soy-based product.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Market Access Program has funded WISHH’s technical 
trainings for Central American employees, such as food 
technologists. USDA’s Foreign Market Development 
Program has allowed Central American companies 
to send key staff to participate in trade teams to the 
United States where they learned more about U.S. 
soybeans and the soybean products the company 
is purchasing. WISHH staff and farmer leaders visit 
Central American companies to reiterate the value, 
quality and dependability of U.S. soy.

WISHH maintains such relationships with support 
from USDA and state soybean farmer organizations. 
As a result, U.S. soybean trade partners have WISHH’s 
technical assistance to address the region’s protein 
needs in a commercially sustainable fashion, while 
also increasing U.S. soy export levels. This particular 
food processing company imported over 4,500 metric 
tons of U.S. soy flour last year valued at approximately 
$2.7 million in U.S. exports.

Thanks to the soybean checkoff, U.S. soybean 
farmers from multiple states have joined Michigan 
in contributing to build this bilateral relationship for 
market development in Central America including 
Kentucky, North Dakota, Minnesota, North Carolina, 
Kansas and Illinois. 

WISHH’s MSPC-
Supported Work 

Results in Central 
American Governments 

Buying US Soy
By: Karen Coble Edwards, WISHH Consultant
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MSPC supported a WISHH-organized 
Soy Nutrition See for Yourself trip in 

Guatemala which resulted in El Salvador’s 
Ministry of Health seeing the benefits 

of foods made with U.S. soy protein. A 
Central American company now supplies 
a U.S. soy-containing beverage and other 
products to the Ministry of Health for its 

social programs. 
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Soybean Promoter 
Program

By: Noelle Byerley, Executive Assistant

The soybean promoter 
program is designed 
to promote soybeans, 

soybean products and soybean 
program information to farm and 
non-farm families throughout 
Michigan. The key objective of 
the Soybean Promoter Program 
is to expand Michigan’s soybean 
representative base to reach more 
Michigan consumers at the local 
level. The more promoters we 
have promoting the importance of 
soybeans, the more opportunities we fulfill in getting 
our messages out. 

Soybean promoters will: expand their knowledge 
of soybeans, strengthen their leadership skills, network 
with people in their community, inform soybean farmers 
of current soybean information, and communicate the 
importance of soybeans to consumers.

Who is a Soybean Promoter?
A soybean promoter is an individual with a passion 

for agriculture. There is no age limit; however, a 
soybean promoter must be at least 18 years of age 
to participate. Additionally, spouses are included in all 
aspects of the program and are welcome to participate. 
The knowledge gained through the program is 
beneficial in any setting.

Soybean Promoter Benefits
A soybean promoter will make a difference! 

Participants become valuable, active promoters for 
agricultural events at state and local levels. Participants 
help to get our messages out to a wide variety of 
audiences.  

 A soybean promoter will gain professional 
development through training sessions and telling his/
her farm story to the public. A soybean promoter will 
develop a great network and camaraderie with others 
in Michigan and build friendships which last a lifetime. 
Participants will earn rewards by attending each 
exhibit, meeting or media interview.

The Commitment
Each soybean promoter is a 

representative of the Michigan 
Soybean Promotion Committee 
(MSPC) for at least one year; 
however, there is no time limit 
for participating. Each soybean 
promoter is able to participate 
for as long as desired and may 
resign at any time. Each soybean 
promoter will be expected to 
attend local or statewide events 
to display a soybean exhibit, 

attend meetings, and/or interview with local media, 
if desired. When chosen to represent the MSPC, each 
soybean promoter must attend at least one MSPC 
approved training workshop during their first year. 

Rewards
Soybean promoters must work their designated 

shifts in order to earn rewards for participating. To be 
included in the rewards program, all required forms 
must be submitted to the MSPC office within 30 days of 
the event. Points may be redeemed at any time during 
the fiscal year. Unused points may be carried over 
to the following fiscal year. Redeemable prizes range 
from an MSPC hat, soy-based blanket or soy-based 
polo shirt, to reimbursement for attending national 
events such as the National Farm Machinery Show and 
Commodity Classic.

Contract Payment and Travel
For every approved event at which a soybean 

promoter represents the MSPC, the promoter will 
receive a $75 contract rate. Approved travel expenses 
are available on a reimbursement basis only.

Visit the Soybean Promoter 
Program page at 

michigansoybean.org 
to download a Soybean 
Promoter application.

Opportunities for Michigan Soybean Leaders

Soybean Promoter, Ellen Vanderwal, 
at the 2016 Mid-Michigan Farm Show 

in Gladwin.
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Soylock Holmes 
Presents the FREE 

Soybean Education Kit
By: Noelle Byerley, Executive Assistant

Kids are back to school and, once again, the Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee (MSPC) is offering a FREE “Soybeans Go To School” education 
kit to all Michigan teachers. The kit is recommended for third through fifth 

grades. Since 1999, MSPC has sent out over 5,400 education kits and reached over 
172,800 students in Michigan. 

Mrs. Karen Ennesser’s 4th grade class from Kincheloe Elementary in Dowagiac 
took advantage of the six week lesson plans provided by the soybean office. “We 
really appreciated the kit. We had a fun time,” stated Mrs. Ennesser.

From Ashley Elementary, Ms. Amber McAllister also taught the lessons to her 
4th graders. She said, “We loved all of the lessons. Students were very engaged 
and enjoyed the material.” 

The “Soybeans Go To School” kit are lessons in which Soylock Holmes solves 
the mystery of soybeans. The elementary classes are able to learn about:

• The life cycle of the soybean plant and actually grow a soybean.
• How soybeans touch our lives every day in the foods we eat and the different products we use.
• The history of the soybean and the effect on different cultures.
• Different researchers such as George Washington Carver and Percy Lavon Julian and the many discoveries 

they had regarding soybeans.
• The innovations of Henry Ford and the fact that, to this day, Ford vehicles still use soy.
• And, new for this school year, additional lesson plans on GMOs.
This soybean education kit is compliments of Michigan’s soybean farmers through their investment in the 

soybean checkoff. Special thanks go to the generous product donors: Star of the West-Reese, Michigan Farm 
Bureau and Snyder’s of Hanover.

As we gear up for the 2016-2017 school year, look for our lessons and order forms online. To review lesson 
plans or to place an order, visit our website at www.michigansoybean.org.

MICHIGAN CROP 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION

Providing foundation seed 

MCIA at P.O. Box 21008, Lansing, MI 48909
Phone: 517-332-3546. e-mail: info@michcrop.com
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Bus Tours Offer 
Consumers and Farmers 

an Opportunity to 
Connect
By: Elaine Bristol, Michigan Ag Council Program Coordinator

Small efforts to connect farmers and consumers 
provide a long-term, positive ripple effect. That 
is why Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee 

(MSPC) and Michigan GROWN, Michigan GREAT 
partnered together to provide influencer bus tours in 
October 2015 and April 2016. The target attendees 
included Michigan bloggers, chefs and registered 
dietitians. All participants offered engaging questions 
at each tour destination.

On October 27, 2015, the Michigan Ag Council 
hosted a farm and food system tour to focus on 
Michigan’s agricultural diversity in the Detroit-area. 
The group of eleven attendees included Michigan 
bloggers, dietitians, farmer representatives from the 
MSPC, as well as representatives from the Michigan 
Potato Industry Commission and Michigan GROWN, 
Michigan GREAT. Destinations included the historical 
Eastern Market which houses the Kid Rock Kitchen and 
Green Collar Foods projects onsite, Better Made Snack 
Foods, Horkey Brothers Farms and Hantz Farms LLC, 
a woodlands project designed to help revive Detroit 
neighborhoods. Topics throughout the tour included 
GMOs, water quality, nutritious foods, local products 
and animal care.

On April 26, 2016, seven bloggers, one farmer 
and two agricultural organization professionals set 
out to learn more about local food connections. The 
“Frankenmuth Foodie Tour” included stops at Golden 
Elm Dairy, Star of the West Milling Co., Kroger, Bavarian 
Inn Restaurant and Frankenmuth Brewing Company. 
The diversity of Michigan agriculture, particularly in 
this region of Michigan, allowed for natural discussion 
of food and farm topics including animal care and 
animal nutrition, food safety with regard to chemicals, 
pesticides, GMOs and food allergies, plus the impact 
farm families have on local food choices. Additionally, 

MSPC’s Executive Director, Gail Frahm, joined the 
group for part of the tour to share how soybeans fit 
into the big picture of agriculture with the attendees 
and to answer their questions about soy. 

As the resident optimist, I’m also going to remind 
you that’s an opportunity for farmers. By opening the 
door to conversation, we can shift our perspective 
from trying to educate consumers, to truly listening to 
the concerns and questions our customers have about 
today’s food and farming systems. 

Michigan farmers offer an amazing variety of locally 
grown, quality foods and products that consumers 
can trust because farmers care about what they do 
and work hard to protect Michigan’s unique natural 
resources for their families, neighbors and future 
generations.

Because farmers are data-
driven decision makers, 
I’m going to remind you of 
the 2015 survey conducted 
by The Center for Food 
Integrity: 55% of respondents 
reported that they trusted 
Michigan farmers and 51% of 
consumers agreed that Michigan 
farmers shared their values. 
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The Michigan GROWN, Michigan GREAT brand 
is the new image of the Michigan Ag Council. 
Consumers don’t often get excited to talk about 

“agriculture,” but they are excited to tell you why 
Michigan-grown products are unique and valued.

Ask a Michigan consumer to tell you why she feels 
good about Michigan food and agricultural products, 
and she’ll tell you that fresh, good-tasting products 
are homegrown. Supporting local farming families is 
important to Michigan consumers, too. 

The Michigan GROWN, Michigan GREAT brand 
is meant to establish a trusted voice in Michigan for 
agricultural information, build trust in Michigan’s 
farmers and farming practices and increase sales of 
Michigan foods and products. 

First, we’re working on developing fast-paced, 
highly sharable videos for social media. These video 
packages will feature Michigan farmers throughout the 
state – showcasing the diversity of both products and 
farming methods – to help consumers connect to and 
understand their root source of Michigan products and 
the shared values that exist between consumers and 
farmers. 

A second component of launching this brand 
publicly is infiltrating into communities. For example, 
volunteers connected with consumers at the Fifth 
Third Bank Michigan State Fair, LLC, in Novi earlier 
this month. Other events are in the works to target 
the main audience of the brand, millennial parents. If 
you have a consumer-facing program in your area that 
would be a good place for consumer-farmer interaction, 
contact Elaine Bristol at elaine@miagcouncil.org or 
517.679.5573.

Future programming of Michigan GROWN, Michigan 
GREAT is also expected in retail spaces. This could 
mean food labels, shelf tags, store signage, consumer-
farmer engagement and beyond. Again, if you have 
ideas or want to be involved as a spokesperson, 
contact Elaine Bristol.

The Michigan Ag Council is a 501(c)6 supported, 
in part, by Corn Marketing Program of Michigan, 
GreenStone Farm Credit Services, Kroger Co. – 
Michigan Division, Michigan Farm Bureau, Michigan 
Milk Producers Association, Michigan Pork Producers 
Association, Michigan Potato Industry Commission, 
Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee, Michigan 
Wheat Program and United Dairy Industry of Michigan.

By: Elaine Bristol, Michigan Ag Council Program Coordinator

Michigan GROWN, 
Michigan GREAT
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Tips for a Faster 
Soybean Harvest

By: Mike Staton, MSUE Soybean Educator

Soybean farmers are looking for ways to speed 
up harvest operations so wheat planting and fall 
tillage operations can be performed in a timely 

manner and under optimum conditions. This article 
discusses several options for speeding up the 2016 
soybean harvest.

Rank Fields by Harvest Priority
Prioritize the harvest order for all of your remaining 

fields. Consider soybean maturity or moisture content, 
field size, soil type, field drainage, soil moisture, 
lodging, shattering and location when planning your 
harvest schedule.

Increase Combine Ground Speed when 
Possible

When conditions are suitable, increasing your 
ground speed may be an easy way to increase 
harvest capacity when faced with a short harvest 
window. Increasing harvest losses and plugging the 
combine are the biggest potential downsides of this 

option. Increasing combine ground speed increases 
the potential for gathering, threshing and cleaning 
losses. Gathering losses due to higher speeds occur 
when the cutter bar rides over plants before cutting 
them off; stripping pods from the plants or leaving 
them attached to the stubble. Frequent and careful 
fine-tuning of reel speed and position are necessary 
at higher ground speeds. Tall, uneven stubble and 
loose pods on the ground are indicators that ground 
speed is too fast. Threshing losses occur when the 
combine’s threshing/separating capacity is exceeded. 
Draper heads optimize combine capacity and minimize 
threshing losses by providing more uniform feeding 
than auger heads. 

Stopping periodically to check for harvest losses 
is always important. However, this is even more 
important at higher ground speeds. Producers need to 
verify that harvest losses are increasing at the higher 
ground speed and weigh the lost revenue against the 
increase in harvest capacity (table 1).

Table 1. Effect of combine ground speed on soybean harvest capacity 

3 mph 4 mph 5 mph

Header Width (feet) ------Acres harvest per hour at 75% efficiency------

25 6.8 9.0 11.4

30 8.2 10.9 13.6

35 9.5 12.8 15.9

40 10.9 14.6 18.2
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Consider Harvesting Soybeans at 
Higher Moisture Levels

Soybeans can be harvested as long as the grain 
moisture is below 20%. Remember that moisture 
testers tend to underestimate the moisture content 
of immature or high moisture beans. Consider adding 
1.5% to moisture tester readings above 18% to 
compensate for this. Wet soybeans should be dried 
prior to delivery or storing on farm. Please see the 
MSUE news article on drying and storing wet soybeans 
available online at http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/
drying_and_storing_wet_soybeans for specific 
recommendations on this topic.

The plants may be tough and difficult to cut so it 
is critical to have the cutter bar in top condition. All 
knife sections should be sharp and tight and all guards 
should be properly aligned to ensure optimum cutting. 
The gap between the sickle and the hold downs should 
be about the thickness of a business card. Harvesting 
at a slight angle to the rows will improve feeding and 
distribute wear evenly across the knife sections and 
guards. Reducing your ground speed may be necessary 
to improve cutting and provide more uniform feeding 
into the combine.

Combines equipped with Draper heads or air-
assisted reels are more efficient at transporting moist 
soybean plants across the head and into the feeder 
housing. This extends the harvest window each day.   

Threshing and cleaning high moisture soybeans is 
challenging. Achieving uniform feeding and keeping 
the threshing cylinder/rotor full are the first steps 
to improving threshing. If too many soybeans fail 
to thresh from the pods, try reducing the concave 
clearance first. This may increase plugging problems 
at the cylinder/rotor if the straw is tough. If plugging is 
a problem or unacceptable threshing occurs, increase 
the speed of the cylinder or rotor. 

Make incremental adjustments and check 
threshing performance and grain quality after each 
adjustment. It can be a balancing act to find the 
correct cylinder/rotor speed and concave clearance 
settings that provide acceptable threshing without 
causing excessive split or crushed beans. Increased 
threshing and cleaning losses are more likely to occur 
when harvesting high moisture soybeans due to the 
tough stems and pods and softer seeds. Evaluate grain 
quality, gathering losses, and threshing and cleaning 
losses when harvesting soybeans at higher moisture 
levels.

Reduce Combine Unloading Time
Consider using a grain cart to improve harvest 

efficiency by reducing unloading time. Unloading on 
the go can increase harvest capacity by one to four 
acres per hour over the figures listed in table 1. The 
downsides of unloading on the go are increased costs 
(fuel, labor and machinery) and a greater potential 
for compacting the soil. Soil compaction due to the 
grain cart can be significantly reduced if the grain cart 
always travels in the combine’s tire tracks.

If unloading on the go is not an option, reduce the 
combine’s drive time (distance) to the truck or wagon 
to unload. Reducing the drive time by just one minute 
can increase harvest capacity by more than one acre 
per hour. The efficiency gained by unloading on the go 
and reducing combine drive time to unload increases 
with longer rows, wider heads, faster combine ground 
speeds and higher yields. 
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By: Kathy Maurer, Financial and International Marketing Director

Why Should Soybean 
Farmers Care About 

Aquaculture?
D id you know that fish farms use soybeans in their feed? Due to over fishing, there is a limited supply of 

fish meal. In turn, fish meal has been rising in cost. Soybeans fill the protein gap when fish meal is in 
short supply. Unlike our hooved and feathered friends, fish do not need carbohydrates for energy; soy 

protein concentrate is the solution. 
With one of the largest sources of fresh water in the United States, Michigan is learning more about 

aquaculture and the best way to grow the industry. As a whole, there is enormous potential for growth in the 
aquaculture industry. 

In late June, a Michigan delegation toured Canada to learn about the aquaculture industry. The tour was 
partially sponsored by the Michigan Soybean Association and Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee. The 
group of 27 attendees included representatives from the Michigan Senate and House Agriculture Committee, 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, Michigan Aquaculture Association, tourism and Steelheaders organizations, 
Little Traverse Tribe, Michigan Farm Bureau, Soy Aquaculture Alliance, Delta Economic Development Corporation 
and representatives from Originz, the organizers of the tour. A Michigan soybean farmer also attended. 

Harrietta Hills Trout Farm, LLC, Grayling, 
Michigan 

Brown trout is raised here for wholesale as well as for the public 
who wish to catch their own. Dan Vogler, owner of Harrietta Hills, is 
leasing the property from the state of Michigan. It once was a trout 
hatchery for the state. Part of the lease agreement was for Dan to 
preserve the historic operations of the facility by still allowing the public 
to visit. Dan is currently working to increase the facility production for 
a year-round wholesale operation.

Gore Bay’s Blue Goose/Meeker Aquaculture 
Farm, Manitoulin Island, Ontario

Mike Meeker is the owner of the only Certified Organic aquaculture 
operation. Mike developed a StormSafe offshore net pen to combat 
the issue of ice destroying his pens. His design lowers the pens under 
the water to allow the ice to pass over. Additionally, Mike uses the 
leftover fish parts after processing and mixes it with sawdust to create 
compost. 

Aquaculture tour raceways

Left to right: Dan Lauwers (R), chair of Committee 
on Agriculture;  Andy Welden, soybean farmer, 
Hillsdale; Mike Meeker; and Daugherty Johnson, 
Little Traverse Tribe
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Buzwah Fishery, First Nations Farm, 
Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve, 
Manitoulin Island, Ontario

Ben Kanasawe owns Buzweh Fishery, located on the Wikwemikong 
Unceded Indian Reserve on Manitoulin Island in northern Ontario. The 
Buzwah Fishery net pens produce 2.3 million pounds of brown trout 
annually. They harvest approximately 200,000 pounds at a time. The 
footprint of the net pens is quite small compared to raising the same 
amount of other meat proteins.

On Ben’s farm, four to six inch brown trout are put in pens and are 
fed for nine months before processing. Ben also discussed conditions 
that affect the growth of the fish. Warmer water can cause the fish to 
be stressed. The water temperature determines the amount of feed 
put into the pens and is monitored multiple times during the day.

Lyndon Fish Hatchery, New Dundee, Ontario
Lyndon Fish Hatchery produces certified disease free fingerlings. 

One of the concerns with net pen aquaculture is the potential for 
fish to escape the pen if there is a net failure, and how the escape 
will affect the wild caught species in the area? Fish are very easy to 
manipulate, heat and timing are used to produce all sterile females, 
thus eliminating the fear of a net pen fish breeding with wild caught 
species.

Cole Munro Food Group 
– Processor, St. Thomas, 
Ontario

Susan and Geoff Cole are the owners 
of Cole Munro Food Group in St. Thomas, 
Ontario. The processor is the linchpin for 
the aquaculture industry. They provide 
funding to the fish farmer for the fingerlings 
and feed. Once the farmer delivers the 
finished fish for processing they are paid, 
less the fingerling and feed costs. As the 
processor, they also build the markets for 
the fish. The fish farmers have a contract 
with the processor to produce a certain 
number of pounds so the processor can 
plan for their markets.

With over 65% of seafood imported into Canada and over 85% imported into Michigan, there is enormous 
market potential for domestically raised fish.

Aquaculture growth in Michigan would mean an important economic impact with jobs from the fish farms, 
processors and end markets. It has the potential for a $3 billion impact on our state’s economy. Furthermore, 
our fish would be locally grown and not imported. 

Aquaculture has the largest market potential globally for soybean farmers. With sustainable soybean 
production, Michigan will continue to grow more soybeans to meet fish meal market demands.

Fish feed conversion is 1.7 pounds 
gained for each 1 pound soy-based 

fish meal fed.

Clarke Rieck gives a tour 
of the indoor hatchery.

Michigan delegation and Ontario hosts at Cole Munro Food Group, 
St. Thomas Processing Plant
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Coming into fall of 2016, 
the election season 
is heating up. The 

Legislature did not have session 
during the summer months 
because they turned their focus 
to their respective districts to 
communicate with constituents 
and Representatives work to 
get reelected. 70 incumbents 
are running for re-election, 
along with 13 open Democratic seats and 27 open 
Republican seats. 

The 2016 election for the House of Representatives 
seems to be coming at an ideal time as there is fatigue 
of our elected officials. This election could see big 
changes for the Michigan House of Representatives. 
Republicans presently control the House with 63 
Republicans and 45 Democrats and 2 vacancies. The 
Democratic caucus is pushing hard for a majority; they 
are seeking the magic number of 56 seats in the House 
to take control of the chamber. 

To be more specific about the Democrat’s plan, 
there are nine districts that they have their eyes 
on. The majority of these nine districts were won by 
Republican candidates in 2010, by a very marginal 
number, most less than 2,000 votes with a few by less 
than 1,000 votes. 

The politician fatigue was most visible during two 
Congressional Primaries on August 2, 2016. Michigan’s 
1st Congressional District on the Republican side of 
the aisle had State Senator Tom Casperson, former 
State Senator Jason Allen and political outsider Lt. 
Col. Jack Bergman. The 10th Congressional District 
on the Republican side of the aisle had State Senator 
Phil Pavlov, State Representative Tony Forlini, 
former State Senator Alan Sanborn, and political 
outsider Paul Mitchell who in the last election cycle 
challenged Congressman John Moolenaar in the open 
4th Congressional District. Both Mitchell and Bergman 
were victorious in their primary elections in a shock to 
the political establishment. 

Shifting to the 2016 presidential election, which 
has Hillary Clinton with running mate Virginia Senator 

Tim Kaine as the Democratic 
nominee and Donald Trump 
with running mate Indiana 
Governor Mike Pence as the 
Republican nominee. Both 
Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton have negative political 
baggage, which neither party is 
willing to admit how that may 
affect the elections beneath 
them on the ballot. 

For the first time in modern history both parties’ 
presidential candidates are viewed more negatively 
than positively with a certain lack of enthusiasm on 
both sides. The climate for a third party nominee 
seems extraordinarily ripe which has led to multiple 
third party nominees coming out of the shadows and 
perhaps having a substantial impact on the outcome 
of the 2016 presidential election. Former Governor of 
New Mexico, Gary Johnson and his chosen VP, former 
Governor of Massachusetts, William Weld, both of 
which are former Republicans, have been declared 
the nominees for the Libertarian Party. Johnson’s 
views include government having a very limited role in 
regards to economy, social and environmental issues. 

Moving back to Michigan election news to the 
state’s recent 2016-2017 fiscal year budget, Governor 
Snyder signed the $54.5 billion budget in June; the 
budget includes multiple important areas of increased 
spending which benefit soybean farmers. 

Michigan roads were given extra attention this 
upcoming fiscal year with an additional $240 million 
in appropriated funds, bringing the total general fund 
investment up to $400 million for the next fiscal year. 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MDARD) will lead a trade mission to 
China this fall. MDARD’s Director, Jamie Clover Adams, 
is seeking business officials to join the trip. The event, 
planned for November 9-14, is to include tours and 
meetings with potential buyers in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen. China is the third largest export market for 
Michigan food and agriculture products. In addition, 
its growing middle class provides more export 
opportunities for Michigan companies.

MSA’s Government Voice

By: Michael Frederick, The Frederick Group

Government 
Affairs News
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Michael Frederick is part of your Frederick 
Group team which advocates for MSA 
members and promotes the Michigan 
soybean industry in the halls of state 

government.

The remainder of the fall will be filled with activity 
ranging from policy to politics as we enter the most 
heated time of the election season. The general 
election will be held on November 8, 2016 – please 
remember to vote. 

Lastly, we anticipate the 2016 Lame Duck session 
will be quite active. Typically during Lame Duck, bills 
that were thought to be dead suddenly come back to 
life. Issues that have potential to be discussed are 
the reform of Michigan’s 2008 energy law and the 
Legislative Open Records Act. This act declares that 
the public is entitled to information regarding finances, 
communication and meeting schedules of the legislative 
branch. Other issues that may arise include reforming 
the emergency manager law and aquaculture. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions or if we can be of service at 517.853.0413.

To become an MSA member, see page 38 for 
member benefits and page 39 for the MSA 

application.
MSA’s Mission Statement:

To improve and advocate for the Michigan soybean industry.

Visit our website at: www.misoy.org

New and Renewing 
Members

NEW:
Theodore Landis, Holly
Wayne Squanda, Saginaw
William Strauch, Rosebush

RENEWING:
Delmer Cilley, Dundee
Cook Equipment Co., Allegan
John Dodson, Halls, TN
Drozd Seeds/Drozd Farms, Allegan
Freeland Bean and Grain, Freeland
Tom Kendle, Edwardsburg
Art Mezo, Galesburg
Ron Parks, Allenton

Lois Parrent, Sandusky
Gary Reif, Saginaw
Jeff Reinbold, Saginaw
Mary Lou & Fred Smith,  

Petersburg
David Sting, Unionville
Dick Suwyn, Caledonia
John Vasold, Freeland
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By: Matt Stuzman, MSA and ASA Director

My Recent Trip to 
Washington, DC

The house passed a bill that would 
have left labeling of Genetically 
Modified (GM) foods voluntary. 

Unfortunately that bill was unable 
to pass the Senate. The Senate then 
rewrote their version, which would 
require labeling of GM food with 
creative labeling that does not require 
it to appear as a warning label using 
QR codes, 800 numbers, websites, 
etc. The bill passed the Senate and 
the House and will have been signed 
by President Obama by the time this is 
printed. The new national standard will 
supersede state law.

This compromise, though not ideal, 
was necessary to avoid a patchwork of 
state laws similar to that of Vermont’s 
labeling rule. Vermont’s rule would 
require labeling of food that includes GM ingredients 
and a $1,000/incorrectly labeled item/day fine would 
be issued to a company that did not comply with the 
labeling rules. 3,000 items were pulled from Vermont’s 
shelves the first week the rule was implemented.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
requirements for labeling food are as follows: accurate 
name for the food, weight, manufacturer, a list of 
ingredients and the nutrition information panel. This 
is the information that is important to consumers. 
Time will tell if the new labels will satisfy consumers’ 

interest in additional knowledge 
of the ingredients in the food they 
purchase. FDA and scientific studies 
have determined that GM ingredients 
are equal to non GM ingredients so this 
issue is not about food safety and is 
motivated mostly by misinformation.

Another big issue we focused on 
was trade, specifically the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP). This trade deal is 
positive for most farms but doesn’t 
satisfy everyone. The problem with 
this deal is lack of support and bad 
timing; in addition, other countries 
are making their own deals while we 
wait on passage of TPP. For example, 
Australia and Japan now have a trade 
agreement that gives Australia a 10% 
advantage over U.S. for beef and dairy 

imports into Japan.
More issues discussed included extending the 

biodiesel tax incentive, other trade relations, agriculture 
appropriations, energy and water appropriations, and 
aquaculture.

During my trips to D.C. as Michigan’s MSA/
American Soybean Association director, I typically 
meet with eight to ten members of congress. If there 
are any national issues that you would like addressed, 
please let me know and I will be sure to include them 
in my discussions.

The American Soybean Association (ASA) is hard at 
work on a number of policy, trade and regulatory issues 
that have a direct effect on your profitability as a 
soybean grower. For more information on the issues 
that interest you to connect with ASA’s position on 
the issue as well as additional background and links, 
visit https://soygrowers.com/learn/current-issues/.
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Are These Issues Important To You?
• Protecting your right to farm.
• Supporting farmers’ freedom to operate without oppressive regulations.
• Supporting the use of soy biobased products.
• Keeping Michigan as a livestock production friendly state.
• Support transportation and energy infrastructure improvements.

Paying the soybean checkoff does not make you a Michigan Soybean Association 
member. Checkoff dollars cannot be used for lobbying.

Membership Benefits: 
• For 3-year and Lifetime memberships, a $50 certificate good for either Great Lakes Hybrids Roundup 

Ready® or Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybean seed AND a $50 soybean seed certificate good for 
Renk Seed AND either 2-$25 Soy Biodiesel certificates or 2-$25 Soybean Meal Bucks certificates 
5% member discount purchase incentive on all IntelliFarms equipment and free admission to grain school 
and workshops 

• Monsanto BioAg™ is offering three options for use on your soybeans: 50 units of QuickRoots®, 100 units 
of soybean seed with Optimize® or 100 units of TagTeam® LCO for all new or renewing 3-year or Lifetime 
memberships

• Through Auto-Owners Insurance/Cedar River Insurance Agency, an offer of premium discounts up to 10% 
on select policies is available

• Scholarship opportunities for your children and grandchildren
• Preferred pricing on the purchase or lease of most new Chrysler, Dodge or Jeep vehicles
• Cabela’s gift card purchase discount
• Discounted registration to the Commodity Classic
• A 20% discount on an annual subscription to eLegacyConnect

The MOST IMPORTANT MSA membership benefit: Having a voice in Lansing and Washington, D.C.!  

Soybean
PolicyActionMembership
Benefits

Michigan

FederalLansing Seed

REPRESENTATION

Belong

Training
“I’ve met several 

legislators that have 
never set foot on a 
farm. We as farmers 
need to be visiting with 
members of the Capital 
and represent our land.”

Jay Ferguson, 
MSA Director

Voice

People making decisions in 
Lansing and Washington, 
D.C., are getting further and 

further away from the farm. In the 
past, families had someone who 
was a farmer they could visit, but 
now generations are far removed 
from the farm. 

With college students making 
comments such as, “We don’t need 

farmers because the grocery stores 
do a good job of putting food on the 
shelves,” or “I’m a vegetarian and 
I can eat chicken wings because 
they grow back,” there is a lot of 
education that needs to occur to 
our politicians and the public.

Protect your farm and 
way of life, join the Michigan 
Soybean Association today!

Membership Benefits
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By joining the Michigan Soybean Association, you also become a member of the 
American Soybean Association. Membership in these organizations allows you to 

have a greater impact on the soybean industry at a state and national level. 
Make a decision to help influence the success of soybean farmers by joining today!       

First Name:________________________________ 
Last Name:________________________________
Address:__________________________________ 
City/State/Zip:______________________________
Phone:____________________________________  
Cell Phone:________________________________ 
Email:____________________________________

Payment Amount & Method:
1-yr: $75      3-yr*: $190           Lifetime*: $750

Check (Payable to MSA) or Credit Card  
Credit Card Type:______  Expiration Date:_______ 
Credit Card #:______________________________
Signature:_________________________________

 Mail application with payment to:
Michigan Soybean Association 

PO Box 287, Frankenmuth, MI 48734

Dues are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution for federal tax      
purposes, but may be deductible as a business expense. 
18% of member dues are allocated to lobbying activities 

and are not deductible.

Membership
Involvement

BelieveScholarships
DiscountsMichigan

LeadershipLansing

CONSERVATIONTestify
Advocate

*3-year and Lifetime memberships 
can choose between receiving either 
(check one):
       

2-$25 Soy Biodiesel Bucks 
certificates or  
2-$25 Soybean Meal                
Bucks certificates

Date of Birth:__________________
Number of Soybean Acres:_______  
Total Farm Acres:______________

Occupation (circle one): 
Farmer      Retired         Other

What issues interest you most?
   (Check all that apply)

Biodiesel/Biobased Products
Farm Bill
Transportation Infrastructure
Trade Agreements
Conservation
Soybean Rust
Biotechnology
Freedom to Operate
International Marketing
Soy and Nutrition
Other:___________________

MSA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership Application




